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Week 5: Water for Life Special #1
James and Betty Robison

James: I want to welcome you to a very special LIFE Today program. Betty and I are
always thrilled to share our time together. I want to give you a very definite promise
that you can count on. Oftentimes people say things that we hope will come true or at
least hope are true, and yet we find so much disappointment. There's not a person that
I've ever met that doesn't have some hopes for something perhaps better; maybe for a
dream or a wish to be fulfilled or how about a prayer answered?

Well, let me read you what you can count on because this is God's Word. God says if
you reach out and care for those in need that you will call and the Lord will answer.
And he will say, "Yes, I'm here" and he will quickly reply. He says if you notice
someone else that has a need and you respond to that need, God himself will take
notice and will respond to your call, your prayer, your need. Now, they don't always
come the way we want them to come or in the time frame we wish but God will
respond.

Now I want you to listen to this: Remove the yoke of oppression. Stop pointing your
finger and spreading rumors! Stop adding to the dissension and to the division and to
the strife. Blessed are the peacemakers. They do see God. It's amazing what happens to
the meek! They inherit the earth -- they're teachable. Feed the hungry -- listen to this --
help those in trouble.

And then, Betty, he says your light will shine out from the darkness -- and we have
plenty of it -- and the darkness around you will be as bright as noon and the Lord will
guide you continually giving you water when you're dry and restoring your strength -
- and listen to this because this is fantastic -- you will become like a well-watered
garden.

What does that mean? That means when you have water and light you're going to be
fruitful, you're going to be blessed and you're going to be a blessing. There is not a
fruitful garden, there is not an area of beautiful blooming flowers that are not a
blessing to the people who see them. So when you become a well-watered garden
you're a blessing. That is precisely what God wants us to be.



Now we want to help you be just that. Let me show you something. Right here are the
CD's and DVD's of the Awaken Now Conference. Now most of you know Beth Moore,
you know who Robert Morris, our pastor is because he's been a frequent guest and
teacher and communicator -- you know him. You know Governor Huckabee because
he's been a great voice calling us back to the foundation and the principles that make
us strong. So you know Ben Carson because he's made a quite an impact as a great
neurosurgeon. You know many of these people -- Christine Caine, Lisa Bevere
perhaps. All of the speakers at the Awaken Now Conference are available and I really
want you to get these messages. I promise you, they're going to help you grow.

Well, you know, Betty, right now we're going to give our viewers an opportunity to do
what God referenced in Isaiah, that was chapter 58, when he says if you take care of
people that have need.

I think you're going to recognize this man, and you're going to remember. Now if you
reflect back, you're going to remember he had lost a daughter, he had lost a grandchild
all because of unclean water. You want to see what love does? You want to be a part
of it? You want to become that well-watered garden and see your prayers answered?
Well, watch what happens when you become an answer to prayer.

On the mission field

Announcer: Last year, the LIFE Outreach mission team met Vaughn and his
grandchildren in their remote village in Cambodia. Vaughn showed the team where
his family gathered their drinking water. While introducing his grandchildren,
Vaughn broke into tears and shared how his daughter and precious grandson had
died because of that contaminated water.

And now a year later, LIFE's mission team returned to Vaughn's village and found that
his tears have turned into tears of joy. Mission: Water for Life was able to successfully
drill and install a new water well, literally in Vaughn's back yard! Vaughn, his
grandchildren, and the other villagers now have safe drinking water and their lives
have been transformed!

Subtitles:

>> Last year, your group came here and saw my problem with dirty water. You
promised to help me and now I have a clean water well. I feel like I have been reborn
and I have a new hope. Thank you to all those who helped us and especially, thank
you to Jesus.

End of clip



In the studio
James: Love it! That literally... it wasn't tap water in his little modest dwelling but it
was right there, so to speak in his backyard.

Betty: It was like gold to him, James. Fresh water for those he cares about and loves.
As you shared earlier, when we reach out and we extend a hand of hope to someone,
hope springs up. It is contagious! And when we see that, the results of what many of
you have contributed to because of your love, because you care about these children
that are dying because of diseased water. Thank you so much. You see what happens -
- the goodness of God and hope springs up.

James: We've always wished... and it is impossible to do because of the areas where
we spend so much of our time on the mission field. We actually were in much of the
time in very remote areas where it is difficult to take people. Many people come to us
and say, "I want to go to the mission field!" Well, not if you knew where you were
going to have to stay because we go in very difficult areas.

Sometimes we work in the areas around the big population centers too, wherever there
is a crisis, we're going to be there. But out in those remote areas, and you go into those
places and you give people water and you give them hope and you give them help, it
changes everything and it opens their hearts and their minds to hear about the source
of love that inspired you to reach out and to give them water and give them hope and
give them help.

Now here's what we want to ask you to do. We come to you twice a year and we ask
you to help us drill water wells. Now we've really expanded our goal and last year we
were able to reach the goal and even exceed it. This year we're setting a goal to drill
another 500 wells, at least 500. We've already targeted the areas, the missionaries are
there, we're confident the water sources are there, attainable, and we can still keep the
cost at $4800.

Now, many of you have joined in prayer asking God to enable you every year to do
what we prayed we could do and Betty and I have been able to do this, to drill a well
every time the ministry points to another opportunity. Some of you are targeting that.

Others of you are just getting started and you're saying, "Well, we'll help a little." I'm
thrilled that we've got many people who say, "I give $1200 and I start praying, God



give three more to join me and we've got a well" -- we've got another $4800 or $2400
and pray for a matching gift from someone.

But the majority of our gifts come from people who give $48 or $144. We're going to be
sending you the wonderful Awaken Now Conference DVD's, and we also have
transcripts of the messages for those of you who will give a gift of at least $100. But
we're sending the messages on CD for any gift.

Now here's what I want you to do. I want you to listen very closely to a woman that I
believe when I first heard this, it moved me and touched my heart as much as
anything I've ever seen.

Betty, I remember your response when you saw this precious mother named Roen.
Please watch this very prayerfully and I think you're going to be moved to very
positive action.

Announcer: She moved so slowly. No, she hardly moved at all. And no tears fell
because that well had run dry. While no picture of health, Roen has been drained of
life -- the kind of life found in your role as a mother. Death came. It took from Roen
but then it took again and again and again.

Subtitles:
>>] had 12 kids, but seven of them died. I only had a little breastmilk, it wasn’t
enough. I had no choice but to supplement with water.

Announcer: In this heat, the average person can survive only a few days without
water. Though this water might extend a life, it eventually takes it, especially children
because their immune system is too weak for that fight.

Subtitles:

>> This is our only water source. It feels like something has been taken from my heart,
like I have no more soul. I think I'm going crazy.

Announcer: Trauma has taken its toll but because the water which took her children is



still their only source, Roen knows that unless something is done to provide clean
water that at any moment she could lose all that remains.
End of clip

James: That is positively one of the most touching, heart-wrenching appeals and let's
say testimony of a painful journey I've ever heard.

Betty, we've just passed the anniversary of our daughter's funeral and her death after
Christmas, and that's one child.

By the way, I don't reference that to try to cause you to extend some kind of sympathy
to us. I say it because you understand at least to some degree, and especially if you've
lost a child, the pain and the heartache. I bring it up because your prayers and your
love have helped heal our hearts.

But at the same time, we feel the heartache of someone who has lost a loved one -- we
really do because we know firsthand. And when I see a mother that has lost seven
children and she's concerned she's going to lose the others, Betty, I want to do
anything I can to help.

Betty: I can't even imagine, James, the heartache and the heaviness that you and I
have experienced through the loss of our daughter, one child -- seven children? From
one heartache to the next, and possibly more, if she doesn't get the help she needs.
She's done all she can do. She has no other source to go to except the contaminated,
diseased water. And it must break her heart every time she dips her bucket or
whatever container she's got, and she brings that water up and she knows it's going to
go into her children's bodies, it's got to be breaking her heart but she can't do anything
else. They have to have water to even survive a little while.

So what can we do? We can drill the water wells. Please help us do this. If this were
your children, what would you want? What would you want someone to step in and
do for you?

James: We're talking this entire program about being an answer to prayer and yet, I
told you that God has promised that when you become an answer to someone's
prayers, your prayers are answered. That wasn't the promise of some government
representative or some leader; that's the promise of God.



I've got to be honest with you, when I see a situation like Roen where's she's lost her
children, could lose others, and I know I can go in and correct it, I don't even give a
thought about what's in it for me or what's coming back to me. Excuse me, I know
we're pretty well focused and I understand. Everybody has to have a legitimate self-
interest; not selfish interest, a self-interest and an interest in your family's well being.
That's natural. But if we think I'm only going to help somebody else because I know it
is coming back to me in some way, there's something wrong with that type of
thinking. What if we just gave life and benefit and blessing and we never even gave a
thought to ourselves? I think there would be some kind of freedom and release in that
that would be amazing.

As a matter of fact, that's a whole lot of what these teaching messages from Awaken
Now teach us. This is the emphasis that if we wake up we become the expression of
God's life and God's love right here right now on planet earth. We can show the world
what Jesus looks like. "Father, forgive them," he said. "They don't even know what
they're doing." These are the people that spite him, spit on him and scourged him.
Hung him on the cross! God forgive them. In other words, they are held captive;
they're in bondage. "I've got so much love I'm going to take their sin, I'm going to take
their punishment, I'm going to take their penalty, I'm going to give them life." He was
thinking about us.

Can we not look over and see someone that has need of water and just say, "I want to
save that mother's other children. I want to save the people in that village." If you will
dial that telephone number or go to LifeToday.org and make the best gift you can,
you're going to be giving the greatest gift, you're going to give those people a chance at
life and we're going to tell them about the life that can be found in Christ because we
love them. We want to help them and meet them where they are and then we want to
show them the love of God expressed in Christ.

Would you dial that number? Would you use your bankcard like a check? If you
write a check, make it to LIFE. But please, please call us and say, "I'm going to be an
answer to that woman's heart cry." We're going to save her children and others. We're
going to give those people a chance.

In 500 areas, with your help, we will drill those freshwater wells. $4800 if you can give
one or $1200 or $2400 toward it, pray three people or another person joins you at
whatever level you come in. But don't forget, $144, 30 people water the rest of their
life -- that's the average. A gift of $48 and you're going to give ten people water the rest
of their life.



We're going to send the Awaken Now tape series, CD of all these great speakers, many
of them you know. Some are great revivalists and great anointing on their lives that
you've not heard; you're going to want to hear them. You're going to treasure this. For
any gift we're sending the CD's; for a gift of $100 or more, CD's, DVD's, and a
wonderful transcript of the messages.

Remember, we have the beautiful, beautiful glass collectible. It is beautiful art. It is an
incredible blessing, testimony that we're sending if you make a gift of $1200 or more.

Please, go to the phone or go online and let's give life in 500 areas and a miraculous
expression of love. Thank you for making that call. Thank you for making the gift.

Begin video clip

Announcer: Every day millions of children are forced to make a dreadful choice:
drink filthy, polluted water filled with deadly disease or die from thirst. No child
should ever be faced with this decision.

The good news is there is a solution! Mission Water for Life is one of the most exciting
and viable demonstrations of God’s love in the world today. Suffering can end because
clean water changes everything.

With your gift today we can establish and drill 500 new water wells for remote villages
in over 12 different nations. Your gift of $24 will help provide clean water for 5 people.
A gift of $48 will help provide for 10 people; $72 will impact 15 people. And $144 will
help provide fresh, clean, disease-free water for 30 people for a lifetime!

With your gift be sure to request the Awaken Now audio series, a once-in-a-lifetime
gathering of 23 anointed speakers proclaiming a powerful message for every believer
in God’s kingdom. With your gift of $100 or more, you may request Awaken Now on
both audio and video, along with the companion book containing the speaker’s
sermons and encouraging messages.

Finally, please prayerfully consider a gift of $1,200 to help provide water for 250
people or a gift of $4,800 to help sponsor a complete well. And be sure to request our
new commemorative sculptured glass statue, “The Blessing.”

Please call, write, or make your secure gift online today!
End of clip



On the mission field

Announcer: For a young mother living in poverty in a remote Cambodian village, life
can be hard. This mother's name is Tang. If she's lucky enough to get a job in a rice
tield she will make a couple dollars a week that will maybe buy a little food for her
and her family. But buying clean water to drink is a luxury she can't afford. So Tang
has no other choice but to gather water from the muddy pond in her village.

She knows this water is contaminated. She knows this because it's already taken the
life of one of her children. Her nine-month-old son suffered with diarrhea followed by
a high fever and then passed away.

Tang's story is all too familiar for thousands of mothers around the world, and for
these mothers hope for a better future seems impossible. But on this day Tang learned
about the ultimate hope found in God's love. The LIFE Outreach mission team was able
to share the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ.

Song:

Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come

Tis grace that brought me safe this far
And grace will lead me home

Announcer: Tang accepted God's gift and now it's time for us to do our part. Join us
in providing clean water for Tang, her daughter, and thousands of others around the
world.

I've no less days

to sing your praise

than when we first begun
End of clip

In the studio

James: That is so beautiful! Janice is our floor director when we do our television
program, unless she's on the mission field, and she's been going now between 20-25
years to the mission field. And she goes with the love of Jesus in her heart. Betty, to
see her do what she does so often but to actually be able to capture it, leading that
lady, Tang to the Lord is beautiful.



Betty: So special! James, Ilooked at that young mother and she wants so badly for her
only living child to survive; seen one loss of her son -- her baby, her precious son that
she loves so much. And I just think about... she said she knew that the water was bad
for her children but she had to give it to them because it's all they've got.

It's just like I remember when our children were small. If they were outside playing
and they got near the street we would say, "No, no, no! Don't go out there. You'll get
hurt."

She cannot say that to her children as they dip that water in their hands and drink it.
No, no, no! Don't drink it. Because it's all they've got. James, that breaks my heart
because she has no other source to go to.

James: Just to hear you talking, as a mother and referencing what Betty could do so
well, to know how much we want to protect our children and our grandchildren, can
you not identify? Do you not want to, as I say so many times, be an answer to
someone's heart cry, someone's need -- an answer to someone's prayer? Would you?
Would you drill a water well for that mother and all of the hundreds of mothers that
she represents, and even the thousands and thousands of children that desperately
need clean water? Something we take for granted.

And people here in the United States, and in Canada, and all over North America and
throughout the world are so concerned about clean water that oftentimes they're
trying to buy bottles of water just to guarantee maybe it is a little bit cleaner. We're so
fortunate.

Would you not give a well of water to a village, a community, a little population
center? Remember, $48 you're going to give ten people -- ten children -- an answer,
perhaps a mother's prayer for ten children? That gift of $48 will give ten people Water
for Life. $144 will give 30 people.

Father, I pray everyone watching will go to the phone or go online right now and
make the gift. Please God! Don't let them just change channels or look away. Let them
reach out today; in Jesus' name.

Would you make that special gift? We want to send the Awaken Now Conference tapes
on CD or DVD. It's so wonderful to play these in Bible studies or even the quality is so
great, the message is so powerful they would captivate an entire auditorium full of
people. You could play them in Sunday services. Sammy Rodriguez's message, Tony



Evan's, Governor Huckabee's message to the church, Beth Moore -- powerful! We
want to say thank you and bless you as you dial that number or go online. If you
could possibly give a well, $4800 —

Father, I pray if they can, they will! In Jesus' name.

That's my prayer for you in behalf of those you'll help. $1200, $2400, whatever you can
do. We're praying others will join you. Thank you for making that gift!

Begin video clip

Announcer: Every day millions of children are forced to make a dreadful choice:
drink filthy, polluted water filled with deadly disease or die from thirst. No child
should ever be faced with this decision.

The good news is there is a solution! Mission Water for Life is one of the most exciting
and viable demonstrations of God’s love in the world today. Suffering can end because
clean water changes everything.

With your gift today we can establish and drill 500 new water wells for remote villages
in over 12 different nations. Your gift of $24 will help provide clean water for 5 people.
A gift of $48 will help provide for 10 people; $72 will impact 15 people. And $144 will
help provide fresh, clean, disease-free water for 30 people for a lifetime!

With your gift be sure to request the Awaken Now audio series, a once-in-a-lifetime
gathering of 23 anointed speakers proclaiming a powerful message for every believer
in God’s kingdom. With your gift of $100 or more, you may request Awaken Now on
both audio and video, along with the companion book containing the speaker’s
sermons and encouraging messages.

Finally, please prayerfully consider a gift of $1,200 to help provide water for 250
people or a gift of $4,800 to help sponsor a complete well. And be sure to request our
new commemorative sculptured glass statue, “The Blessing.”

Please call, write, or make your secure gift online today!
End of clip



In the studio

James: Betty and I pray that you will join with many others and give a well if you can.
We're sending this beautiful glass sculpture; it reflects the light wherever you put it. It
is magnificent! I pray if you can give a gift of $1200 or $2400 or a well that you will do
so. And ask for that, along with the Awaken Now tapes on CD and DVD, as well as the

transcript.

Betty and I together, in behalf of those you have seen on this program, and those they
represent, as well as the missionaries, we say thank you for reaching out and sharing
life.



