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7/6/18 

Week 27: WFL 

Mission special #1 

 

 

 

In the studio 

James:  I'm James Robison. My wife Betty and I welcome you to this very special program. As 

a matter of fact, it is so special that I'd like you to just hear what I'm about to say. Your attention 

will determine whether someone lives or dies. Now I'm not exaggerating. I pray that that 

wouldn't cause you to say, I don't want to be -- I don't want to be involved in something like 

that." I think yes, you do because I think all you have to do is stop and think.  

 

Betty and I said good-bye to our youngest child, our daughter, the mother of three beautiful 

children. That was the hardest thing we ever did. If someone had said what I'm saying to you 

right now, that if you'll just listen you can determine whether Betty's daughter and James' 

daughter lives healthy or dies, I think you would focus in.  

 

So listen to me just a moment please. If you've ever seen some of those very moving St. Jude's 

spots, Betty and I have and we've helped them.  Or you've seen other appeals for a little child; I 

love one little child that is getting help and you can hear him with a lot of mechanical assistance 

saying, "Look at me! I'm walking!"  And of course, he is getting a lot of help but he's happy.  

 

And Betty, for us to be moved by that is one of the most not only natural but supernatural 

responses that one can ever experience or express. So I'm not exaggerating when I say to you, 

you're going to determine not -- now listen to me -- not an attempt to find a cure that will change 

everything not only for individuals but for everybody that loves them.  And you're going to 

determine whether someone lives or dies. Betty, the greatest killer on this planet is contaminated 

water. Almost right at three and a half million people die every year from drinking contaminated 

water. We're going to ask you to focus in.  

 

Betty, one of the greatest stories that the greatest teacher, speaker, and person ever told was the 

story of the Good Samaritan. Do you remember the story in the Bible that Jesus talked about?  

And there's a man that's been beaten terribly and he's left -- literally he's left in a ditch and three 

people walk by him; two of them very religious people and they just literally walk by. The third 

one was a Samaritan that no one thought would have ever even looked but he was the Good 

Samaritan.  

 

Well, that even inspired one of the great mission organizations that we love and support, one of 

our best friends, Franklin Graham and Samaritan's Purse, Billy Graham's son. This one person, 
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remember, let's just say two thirds of the people individuals that saw the need just walked on. I 

think it would be so heartbreaking if two thirds of the people who see what we're about to share 

just walked on. That one person that got involved and took care of this man and left him in a 

hotel -- now listen! He went right on back to work which is what we're supposed to do. We go on 

about our life's journey but we don't simply walk by and refuse to look at the needs of others.  

 

There is a tremendous sense of fulfillment and joy when we actually notice those Jesus said are 

the least of these. As a matter of fact, he said, "When you give water or food or clothing to those 

in need, you've actually done this for me."  Which very few people did anything to help Jesus 

but he said, "I didn't come to be ministered unto, I came to minister." Then he says he's left us 

here to do the same thing.  

 

So Betty, if our viewers today would be like that one person who saw a need and said, "I'll meet 

it."  And do we have a perfect cure for what we're going to see as a need?   

 

Betty:  Absolutely. Just some fresh clean water is all it takes.  

 

James:  We want to show you the very real need and then we want to show you what your love 

can do when I tell you you're about to have the opportunity of changing everything.  That is not 

an overstatement, it is an absolute fact. Watch.  

 

 

 

On the mission field 

Announcer:  Waterborne illness is a killer that knows no boundaries. The death of a child is the tragic 

result of having no choice but to drink contaminated water.  

 

Miriam lives in a shack in Central America. She had to watch her son die in her arms because the only 

water source she has is a contaminated river.  

 

On a windswept hill in Madagascar small graves serve as a painful reminder to the grieving parents that 

had to give their children dirty water to drink.  

 

Pitch is a young mother from a small village in Cambodia. She knows the water she collects is filled 

with contaminants but she has no other options. One of her children has already died and the other is 

sick.  

 

Thousands of miles away in drought-stricken Angola, the rural hospitals cannot keep up with the 

number of children that are dying from waterborne diseases. Stories like these are all too common to 
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thousands of families living in poverty around the world. They desperately need someone to share the 

gift of life with them -- the gift of clean water.  

End of clip 

 

 

 

In the studio 

James:  Well, you saw glimpses of the sorrow, the potential sorrow, the pain and suffering.  

You saw that fresh water at the end?  You know where that came from?  It came from 

someone like you providing a well. Most of the areas where people are dying of contaminated, 

disease-ridden water, there are boreholes that the people dig and they find water, meaning it is 

close but it becomes immediately contaminated even if they drill or dig. But we can drill a well 

in virtually every population area where the people have no access to clean water. And that's 

what we're going to ask you to do. Like the Good Samaritan, don't walk by the need but say, "I'm 

going to get involved in the need." You may say, "Well, how exactly do we do that?"   

 

Betty, it is hard for people to believe that we can drill a well in most areas for an average cost of 

$4800 which means there are people who can do that. You and I committed to do that when the 

cost was only $3600. Is that one of the greatest joys you've ever experienced?   

 

Betty:  It absolutely is. James, every time I see a view of the children and the water is coming 

up out of the fountain or the spout and they're dancing around in the water, they're acting like 

little children should act, and the thing that just really blesses my heart is that I know that their 

need is being met.  

 

My heart breaks whenever I see the children there, mothers holding their babies, they're near 

death because the water has poisoned their little bodies. And another thing that breaks my heart 

is to see that mother, I know we're drawn to the children but the heartache of that mother as she 

is watching her baby die. Why?  Because she gave that baby the very water that's destroying 

that baby's life. But what else could she do?  They have to have water.  

 

Let's give that mother a choice. Let's give them some fresh clean water. Let's see the water flow, 

the springs of life literally to these children. Please help us.  

 

James:  And see, that mother, she said it right, had no choice but you and I can make the right 

choice and not walk by the situation.  

 

Here's what we've been doing now for 20 years, 6,000 wells already drilled and by the grace of 

God, we're going put in every village where the mission workers and the relief workers say, 

"Here is the crisis. There is water here." And the average cost is $4800. If you can drill a well, 

Betty started with me when it was $3600 a well and now they're $4800. We said, "God, every 
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time we hear that appeal and see that need we want to give."  And it's been one of the most 

joyful experiences of our life.  

 

Think about this a moment. When you make a gift, that changes everything for hundreds and 

even thousands, and yes, even ultimately millions of people. But here's what happens when I talk 

to you. I have to ask the question, am I going to get through?  Are you going to see that if I 

would simply go online, that website or dial that number and take my bankcard and use it like a 

check, that's really the wise way to use bankcards just like they're checks. If you write a check, 

you make it to LIFE. But if you'll just go online or call that number, take that card or fill out a 

check and make it to LIFE but call and say, "We're mailing this much."   

 

Here's the thing you need to understand. The majority of the support to drill these wells come 

from people who will give a $48 gift which literally -- this is not exaggerating, this is the 

truth -- will give ten people, ten precious little children water the rest of their life as they grow 

up. $144 will give 30 people water the rest of their life. $4800 -- a well.  

 

Do you know what many people do?  They say, "I wish I could give a well but I could give part 

of it, I can give $1200."  And then you pray three people join you or give $2400 and say, "God, 

raise up another person to join me."   

 

Here's what matters. That Samaritan did what he could. The others just walked on by. Now 

remember what I said when we opened the program, the world's greatest killer, disease-ridden 

water, there is a perfect cure, it will work. Will you offer it?  Will you go online or dial that 

number and simply do what your heart says to do and what you know is best. I think you'll be 

excited to do it.  

 

 

Begin video clip 

Announcer:  In Cambodia, finding water often isn't the problem.  It can be seen in abundance 

nourishing rice fields and livestock. But for its people it presents a devastating choice, share this 

same water with your children or go without. Mothers like Kunmau know this burden all too 

well.  

 

 

Open Captions:   

>> My three year old baby got sick. Diarrhea...  All the time. I was also pregnant and then I 

started to get sick too. I tried to get my baby to the hospital...  But before we arrived he died.  

 

Announcer:  Tragically, Kunmau lost her son to waterborne diseases and yet she must again 

return to the same source which robbed her of so much.  
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Open Captions:   

>> When my kids get fever and diarrhea, I worry I will lose them too.  

 

Announcer:  In the midst of unimaginable grief, her only water source constantly reminds her 

of the decisions she must make.  

 

Open Captions:   

>> I've told my kids the water is not safe. But I have no choice but to make them drink it.  

 

Announcer:  You can change that. With your help, we can tell mothers like Kunmau that her 

children no longer need to drink from sources like this. That fresh clean water is on its way.  

End of clip 

 

 

 

In the studio 

James:  I don't know what all that said to you -- precious child there. Did you see when the 

mother went back down in that water and all those animals standing there?  They just defecate 

in the water; they just mess in it.  And the little child stood back while mom goes down to get 

life to bring her back death. She has no choice.  

 

But we have a choice. This is the thing I need you to see. I can't even begin to tell you because 

we know what it feels like to say good-bye to a child.  And to think that we could have shown 

you our daughter in her battle and say there is a perfect cure; can you help us?  So many people 

respond to the GoFundMe. I'm just so inspired that people want to do something good. I believe 

you do. But here's the deal. Will you please go online or dial the number and say, "This is a life 

line and I'm responding."   

 

Betty, it is like we've made a 911 call in behalf of mothers and children but the whole situation 

depends upon whether somebody will say, "Count on me. I'm going to be the one that notices 

and does something."  

 

Betty:  Absolutely. We just need to know can we count on you?  A cup of water -- can you 

offer a cup of clean water?  That mother's offering water to her child not because she wants to, 

because she knows the disease in that water. She knows that water will eventually kill her babies 

but what can she do?  She's asking for help. She is reaching out in desperation and heartbreak 

and saying, "Please, I don't want to lose my other babies."  So please join with us. We can solve 

this problem. We can get the water wells dug so that they can have fresh clean water for their 

babies. Please join with us.  
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James:  Because we've tried to help the sick whether it is here in the states or wherever we go 

around the world, one of the toughest things that a doctor or a nurse ever has to say to a family 

member is, when they've lost the patient and they look at the family and say, "I'm sorry."  It is 

like they feel like they failed. And every time I talk to people like we're talking to you now, I say 

God, I don't want to get through asking for help and then have to say to somebody I'm sorry. I 

feel like we failed.   

 

So what I'm saying to you and I just say it, I've asked God to help me please, dial the number or 

go online and say I've got ten people covered and make that $48 gift, $144 -- 30. If there is any 

way you could drill a well I think it would be one of the most joyful experiences. Think about it. 

You change everything for a thousand people, basically for the rest of their lives. I want to know 

I can say, "Life is on the way. Your children are going to have a future." When that well and that 

water is hit it is just like a well spring of joy and glory. It is life springing up that you gave.  

 

Go online right now or dial the number please, use that bankcard like a check, if you write a 

check make it to LIFE but call and let us know you're sending it because we have to know we 

can say the well is coming to your village.  

 

Begin video clip 

Announcer:  Today a mother living in extreme poverty will do the unthinkable: give her 

children dirty, diseased-filled water that she knows could kill them. With no other choice, what’s 

a mother to do? 

 

With your help, clean water is on the way. Mission: Water for Life provides a new beginning for 

thousands of children and their families; a bright future with better health.  

 

With your gift today you can help drill 400 water wells in remote villages in 15 nations. Your 

gift of $24 will help provide clean water for five people. A gift of $48 will help provide for ten. 

$72 will provide for 15 people. And $144 will help provide life-giving water for 30 people for a 

lifetime.  

 

With your gift we’ll send you The Miracles of Christ; What Living Beyond Impossible Looks 

Like. Filled with scriptures, prayers, and stories of Jesus’ miraculous power, James Robison adds 

insight about how to walk in faith and live beyond the impossible.  

 

With your gift of $100 or more, request the Morning and Evening coffee mug set. Each mug 

features beautiful artwork and scripture from Psalm 92:2, a wonderful reminder of God’s 

faithfulness each day. 
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Finally, please consider a gift of $1200 to help provide water for 250 people, or a gift of $4800 

to help sponsor a complete well. And you may request the beautiful Bridge of Faith framed 

canvas print by Thomas Kinkade.  

 

Please call, write or make your gift online!  

End of clip 

 

 

 

On the mission field: 

Kyle: This is Dauphine. She lives in Madagascar and doesn't have access to clean water. Last 

year a stay-at-home Mom in Texas almost picked up the phone to help support a new water 

well in Dauphine's village.  

 

This is Rosa. She lives in a tiny village in Central America. Rosa and her children drink water 

that looks like this. A couple of months ago, a small business owner in the Midwest almost 

mailed in a check to drill a clean water well near Rosa's house.  

 

This is Vaughn.  He's from Cambodia and he's watched his grandchildren suffer from the 

affects of a waterborne illness. Last week, a Sunday school class in a large church talked about 

doing a fundraiser to help ease the pain in Vaughn's family.  

 

Dauphine's son almost made it to his 5th birthday. Rosa's baby almost made it through the 

night. Vaughn's grandchild was almost well enough to leave the clinic. We can do better than 

almost. Clean water changes everything.  

End of clip 

 

 

In the studio: 
James:  That image that you see and that little boy with fresh water, see, that is the cure. That's 

where the Good Samaritan saw the need and met it and everything changed. And Betty, it is not 

just for that child, but it is for the mother and the siblings and the father and the family -- it is for 

everybody! When you give life and you save life, you change everything in a life, the greatest 

gift is life. That's what you're doing when you give, as Jesus said -- think about it. Jesus said, "If 

you give just a cup of water in my name you won't lose your reward."  

 

Betty, we don't even need to be thinking what might the reward be?  The reward is knowing I 

just blessed someone; that should just bless you. I think it does. I don't know anyone who knows 

we did good that doesn't feel good about it. That's a reward. But you know what?  God notices 

that and when we notice others it is amazing.  If we get involved and we focus on the things 
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God cares about, it really is as though God himself focuses on what's in our heart because we 

focused on that mother's heart cry, on that need.  And I know God, our Father is thrilled when 

we love others because the great commandment, "Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and 

strength and love your neighbor as yourself" and then even Paul said that, "Herein is the whole 

word, the law, the Word of God fulfilled in that you love your neighbor." When you give your 

neighbor life you've given him the greatest gift, you've given him the perfect cure that every one 

of you would want to offer for diseases that tear people's lives apart and take away life or joy and 

peace and a future -- and you have the perfect cure.  

 

Thank you for going online. By the way, if you ever call that number and it's busy, you plant 

your feet and be determined, I'm getting through and I'm going to make this great gift of life. 

Thank you so much for doing it. We share gifts with people to say thank you. It is a joy to do 

that. So many times we will simply say, "We want to send you a thank you."  You say, "Why 

do you do that?"  Not to get you to give but because we want to bless you just as you're blessing 

others.  

 

Remember, you're giving the greatest gift and it is a miracle, you're giving the gift of life. Thank 

you so much.  

 

Betty:  Thank you!  

 

James:  I don't think there is a person watching who is not going to do what you can. From the 

bottom of our heart, in behalf of all the mothers and those you help, thank you!  

 

 

Begin video clip 

Announcer:  Today a mother living in extreme poverty will do the unthinkable: give her 

children dirty, diseased-filled water that she knows could kill them. With no other choice, what’s 

a mother to do? 

 

With your help, clean water is on the way. Mission: Water for Life provides a new beginning for 

thousands of children and their families; a bright future with better health.  

 

With your gift today you can help drill 400 water wells in remote villages in 15 nations. Your 

gift of $24 will help provide clean water for five people. A gift of $48 will help provide for ten. 

$72 will provide for 15 people. And $144 will help provide life-giving water for 30 people for a 

lifetime.  

 

With your gift we’ll send you The Miracles of Christ; What Living Beyond Impossible Looks 

Like. Filled with scriptures, prayers, and stories of Jesus’ miraculous power, James Robison adds 
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insight about how to walk in faith and live beyond the impossible.  

 

With your gift of $100 or more, request the Morning and Evening coffee mug set. Each mug 

features beautiful artwork and scripture from Psalm 92:2, a wonderful reminder of God’s 

faithfulness each day. 

 

Finally, please consider a gift of $1200 to help provide water for 250 people, or a gift of $4800 

to help sponsor a complete well. And you may request the beautiful Bridge of Faith framed 

canvas print by Thomas Kinkade.  

 

Please call, write or make your gift online!  

End of clip 

 

 

On the mission field 

Sheila:  I put my hand in this water; and a couple of inches it disappears.  This water is absolutely 

filthy! That’s why there’s such – this is not something that we can wait for another week, another month. 

This is all they have today. This is all this mom and these two girls and all these villagers and hundreds 

of villages around Africa are like.  

They need clean water! And one well, one water well will last a whole lifetime and it will change their 

life. So many of these children die because of waterborne diseases. You just have to look at it. I 

wouldn’t let my dogs drink out of this. This is horrible! But we can make a difference. Would you go to 

your phone right now and just do whatever you can? 

Can you imagine if you couldn’t – if this was all you had to give to your children? I can’t imagine that. 

So go to your phone. Call that number on your screen, go online, give the best gift – just whatever  you 

have. If you’ve got a lot, give a lot. If you’ve got a little, give what you can. But whatever you give will 

bring water for life for these families. 

End of clip 

 

 

 

In the studio 

James:  You may want to write down that website, the phone number. You may want to share with a 

friend, "You know what?  We have an opportunity to offer a perfect cure to the biggest killer, the 

biggest disease, problem in the world. We can offer clean water." Just tell a friend, "$48 will give ten 

people water the rest of their life."  

 

Betty, I've been praying that, you know you and I have been married 55 years so we've been 
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around a while. I've been praying that in the rest of our life could we inspire Water for LIFE to 

people all over the world to where everyone would have access to clean water?  Wouldn't that 

be a wonderful gift that love could offer to the world?   

 

Well, Betty and I say thank you for giving life and I hope you'll share with others they can do the 

same thing. It is a joyful experience. Thank you so much for sharing life.  

 

 


