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Randy:  Hi, I'm Randy Robison. Sheila Walsh is with me. You know, Sheila, this is the time of 

year where us native born Americans and those of you who have joined us like to talk about the 

birth of our nation, the founding of our nation, the founding fathers. That's fun. Do you enjoy 

that as much as we do?   

 

Sheila:  Oh yeah! I remember my very first July the 4th as an American citizen. I cried almost 

the whole day.  So profoundly grateful to be a part of this wonderful nation. So yeah! 

Absolutely!  

 

Randy:  That's great. I think it's great to hear it. Actually, it's fresh perspective to hear it from 

someone else. That's why I'm excited about today's guest because we have someone who is 

excited about our country; not just because it's America but because of the principles that it was 

founded on and the opportunities that it brings. And those transcend borders so we want to share 

this with our viewers all around the world. Would you welcome to LIFE Today Nick Adams?   

 

[Applause]  

 

Good to have you!  

 

Nick:  It's great to be here!  

 

Sheila:  That's another -- that's a great accent right there.  

 

Randy:  So you have established an organization called the Foundation for Liberty and 

American Greatness.  

 

Nick:  That's exactly right, Randy. So FLAG for short is the acronym; and FLAG is all about 

promoting patriotism and teaching civics in public schools all across America. We want to make 

sure that the next generation of Americans are tethered to the foundational principles and the 

virtues contained within the founding documents of the United States of America because we 
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believe that they are the very values and virtues that have catapulted the United States of 

America to the pinnacle country on this earth and made it unlike any other that we've seen in 

almost 5,000 years of recorded human history.  

 

Randy:  Why do you think those -- what are the principles?  Because it is not just the fact that 

it is American. It is beyond, it transcends Americanism really. What are those principles that you 

think work?   

 

Nick:  Randy, America is not just a country. It is the only country that isn't just a country. It is 

an idea. It is an ideal.  It is a notion, an improbable and daring experiment that remains equally 

as improbable and daring today. So American values are individualism not collectivism, 

patriotism not relativism, God not government, faith not secularism; it is equality of opportunity 

not equality of outcome. It is about being bold not being bland. It is e pluribus unum as opposed 

to radical multiculturalism. So these are the things that make America profoundly different as a 

culture and a society from anywhere else in the world.  

 

[Applause]  

 

 

Sheila:  Yeah! The audience is with me there 100% and I'm sure some of you are clapping at 

home. The thing that I loved when I was checking out your website for FLAG is that you have a 

way of teaching kids the important principles this nation is built on but in a way they're going to 

get. You make it understandable. You break it down. So you actually think, yeah, this is what I 

believe!  

 

Nick:  That's absolutely right, Sheila. So we have got the world's first kid friendly constitution 

and the world's first kid friendly Declaration of Independence. We're working on the federalist 

papers next. So essentially, we've worked with legal experts and scholars to get the founding 

documents into plain and simple, easy-to-understand English that even a fifth grader can 

comprehend. We've made it attractive with graphic design and illustrations.   

 

And the testimonials that we're getting from parents, teachers and students has just been 

breathtaking. It's been phenomenal because the feedback that we were getting as we were going 

into all of these schools, I personally have been in 42 public schools in the last 365 days, and the 

feedback that I was getting before we produced our resources was that the students liked the 

Constitution but they were turned off by the old English language. So along with those resources 

and as well as being patriotic, what FLAG tries to do is inspire and motivate the next generation 

of Americans.  

 

So every time I go into a school, a public school, elementary, middle, high school, we tell those 
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students that the day they were born in the United States of America or the day that they moved 

to the United States of America is the day that they won the lottery of life and they got this 

incredible head start.  

 

Sheila:  But you did not have an easy start in life because obviously, you're a man with a 

mission and a passion but you almost did not survive until your second birthday. Tell us what 

happened.  

 

Nick:  Yeah. So Sheila, I did have a very underwhelming beginning to say the least. Perhaps it's 

best if I paint you a picture. It's December of 1985 and there are two parents that are pretty much 

at their wits end. Something is wrong with their 16-month old child. For months they've been to 

doctor after doctor, pediatrician after pediatrician but nobody can tell them what is wrong.  

 

One night with their child even more unsettled than usual they head to the emergency ward of 

the local children's hospital. The ward is pretty much deserted; there is only one doctor there. He 

is a young man with a smiling face and an accent. As he looks the child over his smile quickly 

evaporates and he tells the parents that he can't be sure but he has a hunch that he may have seen 

this before.  He fears that their child may have a very rare form of childhood cancer that looks 

pretty advanced.  He prescribes a certain set of tests, commands the parents to bring their child 

back to the hospital the very next morning at 8:00 a.m. And the very next day the parents' worst 

fears would be confirmed. Their child had Stage 4 neuroblastoma.  

 

Randy:  What exactly is that?   

 

Nick:  Well, neuroblastoma is a very hard cancer to kind of explain. Only one in 100,000 

children in America each year get neuroblastoma. It is almost impossible to diagnose. When it is 

diagnosed the tumor has almost always already metastasized to Stage 3 or Stage 4. A child, an 

infant, a baby with Stage 4 neuroblastoma is given just a 5% chance of life, only one in 20 

survive. The cause of neuroblastoma remains unknown to this day.  

 

For three years I underwent chemotherapy, radiotherapy and an operation. It was an American 

doctor, that young man with a smiling face at the emergency ward that night -- it was an 

American doctor. So I'm fond of saying that I haven't only studied American exceptionalism I've 

lived it. In fact, I'm alive because of it.  

 

So I've really felt that God has put me on this mission to evangelize patriotism to make 

everybody understand what the United States of America is, what it means, and the role it has to 

play in the world. I think America, because of its unique position as undisputed super power, 

unlike any that we've ever seen tends often to be misunderstood, particularly by people all 

around the world. America is not perfect. No one is. Just like any human being America makes 
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mistakes but it is the best thing that we have.  

 

I believe that the world's fortunes travel with the United States of America. When America is 

strong, the world is strong. When America is weak the world is a weak and dangerous place. So 

it's really in the interest of everyone, no matter who you are, where you come from, where you 

live, what your first language was, what your last name is, even if you've never so much as even 

set your little toe on American soil it is in your interest that America be as self-confident, robust, 

assertive and healthy as possible.  

 

Randy:  This is interesting because maybe I'm a victim of some of the current culture but as a 

native born American, which is no less of an American than the two of you, I understand, but I 

would feel like I was offending our friends in Canada and Australia and around the world by 

saying what you're saying.  

 

Nick:  Sure! Well, Randy, look. I really think that if anybody objectively looks at the United 

States of America they can see it as a force and source of goodness. It really is. America has 

liberated more people, it's done more against tyranny than any other nation in the history of the 

world. That's not to say that there aren't bad people in America. That's not to say that there aren't 

wonderful people everywhere else in the world.  But if we are going to have a look at the role 

that the United States of America plays, it occupies a very unique place in the world.  

 

I think that America has really benefited humanity tremendously and in an unparalleled manner. 

That's why I think that everybody should have a place for America in their heart. That's my 

ministry, that's what I'm really trying to advocate for and get people passionate and excited and 

energized about because I believe that America really is the bulwark of civilization.  

 

All of my life I was inspired by America. I wanted to come here. I wanted to make a difference. 

Not because Australia is a bad place. It is not a bad country at all. It is a terrific country. But for 

me, for my personality, for the dreams that God put inside my heart, the country for me was 

America because I wanted to color outside of the lines, I wanted to blaze a trail, I wanted to 

leave a legacy. I'm proudly individualistic.  I'm rather outspoken. That's why I chose my home 

as Texas once I got here to the United States of America. And so all of those qualities didn't 

necessarily fit perfectly in Australia. But here in the United States they're terrific. So that's why 

I'm here and that's why I love being here.  

 

Randy:  We're glad you're here. You know you don't have to ask a man if he is from Texas, 

you just give him enough time, he'll tell you.  

 

[Laughter]   
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Nick:  That's true! That's true!  

 

Sheila:  One of the things I wanted to ask you and I was reading some of your story and getting 

here was no little feat. It took you a long time. You had to persist through ridiculous barriers and 

obstacles that were placed in your path by some people who did not want you to make it here. I 

wondered, how did your faith in God and the belief that God wanted you here, how did that 

sustain you when it looked like the doors were going to be slammed in your face?   

 

Nick:  Sheila, that's a brilliant question. Look, all of my life God has sustained me. All of my 

life faith has played a really important role in my resolve, in my determination, in my tenacity, in 

my persistence. Anybody that knows me will tell you that my life has really resembled a roller 

coaster; it's been up and down. When you really live life to the fullest, which is something that I 

deliberately try to do, particularly since I managed to escape death so early, I realized that I was 

in credit and I wanted to maximize every second of every minute of every hour of every day of 

every month of every year -- and I really have done that.  

 

So it was very difficult for me to get to the United States of America, to live here permanently. It 

took me four years. It cost me tens of thousands of dollars including a period where I was unable 

to travel to the United States.  Because although it was never proven it did appear that I 

encountered some political persecution; people that didn't like my politics didn't really want me 

to come.  

 

So there was some very dark times. There were nights when I would cry myself to sleep. It did 

not only hurt me, where I hurt more so than anything was watching my mum and dad have to 

endure the pain of their son. That I'm not yet blessed enough to be a parent but I can only 

imagine the torture that that must be for a parent. A parent will want to give their arm, their leg, 

their toe, whatever, to eliminate the pain, physical or emotional that their child has.  

 

My parents have been such an instrumental part of my life, I can't imagine my life without them. 

They were really a rock for me.  And I prayed, they prayed, and thankfully, justice prevailed 

and I ended up coming here to the United States. I'm proud to tell you that it has been blue skies 

ever since.  

 

Sheila:  That's awesome!  

 

Randy:  One great thing about immigrants coming into America is that oftentimes you guys, 

I'll say, bring some values that kind of shake up those who are settled in. You mentioned 

something earlier when we were talking that I think we could use to hear a little bit here in 

America. You talked about how it is unusual for families to be as close in America as they are in 

Australia and other places around the world. Specifically, you taking care of your parents and 
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things like that. I think that's a value that we could use a little reinstallation of here in America.  

 

Nick:  Yeah. Randy, absolutely. Every culture is different and every culture has different 

traditions. I love the fact that America is an individualistic place. There is a reason why it has 

been the most successful, the most prosperous, and the most powerful country in the world.  

But of course, with any set of values there is always going to be -- and I forgot how you put it. 

You put it really well.  I think you said it was the rough edges of individualism.  

 

So one of the things that is very different here in the United States is that pretty much from the 

time that you turn 18 you're kind of turned over to the world. You usually go --  

 

Sheila:  Not all the time but certain mothers insist in maintaining a relationship with their child 

through life.  

 

[Laughter]   

 

But you're right.  

 

Nick:  Usually a child will go and attend a college which is a long, long way from home. And 

then they will go and get another job. And here's something that most Americans don't know. So 

the average American in their lifetime moves seven times -- seven times! Now in most countries 

in Europe you are born and die in the same house. Then I think in Australia, the average 

Australian moves three times in their lives.  

 

So Americans tend to move a lot more. I think it is that whole idea of the pursuit of happiness. 

There is this constant desire for upward mobility to keep progressing up the ladder, to really give 

your best. Americans strive for greatness where a lot of cultures strive for mediocrity. So that's 

all part of that. But I think in there with all of that, often the family connection is not as strong, 

given all of those circumstances, is not as strong as it is in particularly ethnic cultures like South 

American cultures or south European nations; that's just a little bit of a cultural difference.  

 

Randy:  I think something we should learn maybe again to value and treasure -- family.  

 

And also as a nation that is blessed and not just America but many nations around the world, to 

reach out beyond our borders and share the blessings that God has given to us. It is not -- the 

blessings that America has are not ours to keep, I believe.  

 

Sheila:  No, I think one of the great privileges and one of the things that I love about what we 

get to do here at LIFE is it is our privilege to bring people that will bless your life and can talk to 

you and encourage you. But then we have this glorious opportunity to reach out and make a 
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difference in the world. It is not an accident that you and I are on this earth at this moment. We 

have a divine destiny.  And your history, it doesn't matter where you came from, your history 

does not determine your destiny in Christ. We're making a difference around the world and we 

want you to help us. We'll tell you a little bit more about it in a minute but would you watch this 

with us?   

 

 

On the mission field 

Ralph:  We've been here in Cambodia now with our team for about a week listening to stories 

from mothers, just story after story.  And there seems to be one common theme -- heartbreak. In 

fact, just this morning we heard another one of those stories here. I'd like to share that with you 

right now.  

 

Open Captions:   

>> I had seven children. Five of them have died. It's very hard that I have to give dirty water to 

my children. But there is no choice. We always get sick, mostly with diarrhea. My youngest baby 

died last year. She was two years old. Right before she was about to die, I said to her, "Why 

baby?  Why weren't you born with another family... in another place with a better situation than 

mine?  Why were you born with me?"   

 

Ralph:  Sy was only doing what every mother loves to do, she was trying to nurture her 

children. The very thing that should bring so much joy to her has brought so much heartbreak 

because she has had to give them dirty water.  

 

Here's the good news. You and I have the ability to be the hands and feet of Jesus, to be a 

miracle in the lives of these people by drilling a well and bringing clean water to take the place 

of this dirty water that's been bringing so much heartache. We can bring clean water that will 

bring life to these children and give joy to these mothers. We can be that change.  

End of clip 

 

 

 

In the studio 

Sheila:  I honestly can't imagine the pain of a mother to have to bury five children. Not only 

that, to actually love your children so much that you wish they actually hadn't been born to you 

because if they had been born to another mother in another country their lives would have been 

different.  

 

I have walked with these moms and their children down to the only place where they can get 

water and I've watched as they got buckets full of this filthy water and it is not just that it is dirty 
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water, it is disease-infested. It is the only choice they have. They give their children that water or 

they give their children no water at all.  

 

But I've also been in the villages where we have been able to put a water well. The amazing thing 

is when we put a well in a village, the reason we call it Water for LIFE is do you know it lasts for 

the whole life of the village -- 70 years!  

 

So even though I have seen the heartache I think it is very ironic that that beautiful mom's name 

is Sy. But I want her to know her sigh has gone up to heaven, that God has heard her and that 

you and I get the privilege of saying, "No more children, Sy. You're not going to bury one more 

child."  

 

Randy, it really doesn't take that much for you and I to make a difference.  

 

Randy:  No. It wouldn't be asking too much to drill a well just for that mother and her family. 

But one well will actually service an average of 1,000 people their whole lives. One well costs 

$4,800 on average. Can you provide one well?  If you can I would encourage you to do it. Go 

online, pick up the phone and do it. For a lot of people that's a lot of money, I understand but you 

can partner with other viewers. $48 will provide water for a lifetime for ten people. It's 

something all of us can do.  

 

We have some gifts to give to you to say thank you and to commemorate your support.  But the 

important thing, Sheila is to understand that as believers we're not just recipients of God's 

goodness we are expressions of his goodness. The water of life he gives to us we give both 

spiritually and literally to those around the world in desperate need and it does make a huge 

difference.  

 

Sheila:  Here's what Barry and I, my husband and I have decided to do. We have decided every 

month we're going to skip something. So for me it might be skipping like a pedicure. I mean I 

can paint my own nails. But when you do something like that then you have that money to be 

able to give. Randy and I cannot change that but our prayer here at LIFE Outreach International 

is this year we want to put 400 new wells in. The joy that that will bring just if you and I decide 

we're going to skip something we don't really need anymore.  

 

So please would you go to your phone?  Would you dial that number on the screen?  Call that 

number, go online, give the best gift and together we can change the world.  

 

 

Begin video clip 

Announcer:  Today a mother living in extreme poverty will do the unthinkable: give her 
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children dirty, diseased-filled water that she knows could kill them. With no other choice, what’s 

a mother to do? 

 

With your help, clean water is on the way. Mission: Water for Life provides a new beginning for 

thousands of children and their families; a bright future with better health.  

 

With your gift today you can help drill 400 water wells in remote villages in 15 nations. Your 

gift of $24 will help provide clean water for five people. A gift of $48 will help provide for ten. 

$72 will provide for 15 people. And $144 will help provide life-giving water for 30 people for a 

lifetime.  

 

With your gift we’ll send you The Miracles of Christ; What Living Beyond Impossible Looks 

Like. Filled with scriptures, prayers, and stories of Jesus’ miraculous power, James Robison adds 

insight about how to walk in faith and live beyond the impossible.  

 

With your gift of $100 or more, request the Morning and Evening coffee mug set. Each mug 

features beautiful artwork and scripture from Psalm 92:2, a wonderful reminder of God’s 

faithfulness each day. 

 

Finally, please consider a gift of $1200 to help provide water for 250 people, or a gift of $4800 

to help sponsor a complete well. And you may request the beautiful Bridge of Faith framed 

canvas print by Thomas Kinkade.  

 

Please call, write or make your gift online!  

End of clip 

 

 

 

[On the Mission Field] 

Randy: Many of these precious children behind me have lost siblings, playmates to waterborne 

illnesses. We can stop that cycle of death. It’s as simple as giving them a cup of clean drinking 

water. Do you know each water well will serve about an average of 1,000 people. Look at all of 

these kids behind me. We can reach into areas – this area and so many more just like it and save 

thousands of lives just by giving them clean drinking water. I pray you’ll do what you can right 

now. Go to the phone. Go online. Make the best gift you can. And when you do, know that 

you’ll be saving precious lives all around the world with water for life! 

 

 

In the studio 
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Sheila:  Thank you so much. If the phones are busy, please keep calling. This is something we get to 

do not something we have to do. When we go back to those villages we want to see a water well in that 

village.  

 

Randy:  That's right. We have had a wonderful guest today. I want to personally thank our 

guest, Nick. Tell us a little bit about what we can find at your website, FLAGUSA.org.  

 

Nick:  On FLAGUSA.org you can go on there and get all kinds of information about our 

organization, the Foundation for Liberty in American Greatness. You can go and order a kid 

friendly Declaration of Independence, a kid friendly version of the Constitution, give it to your 

children, give it to your grandchildren, donate it to a local school. You can also hop on our 

donate page, FLAGUSA.org/donate. We're a 501c3 organization. All gifts are tax deductible. If 

you align with our mission and you have the capacity to give we would love to use your help to 

reach the hearts and change the minds of young Americans everywhere.  

 

Sheila:  Would you help us thank Nick?   

 

[Applause]  

 

Randy:  We appreciate all you do. We appreciate everyone that watches LIFE Today. We 

appreciate you watching today and every day. We'll see you next time right here.  

 

 


