Week 48 

11/23/'09

Announcer: On this special episode of LIFE Today, James and Betty Robison are joined by their oldest grandson, Luke Redmon. Find out what compelled this 6-foot, three-inch hockey star to leave the comforts of home and all of his friends to spend the summer working with the LIFE Outreach missionaries in Southern Africa.

>> I really felt like God kind of said, "It's time for you to focus on what your heart's been."  From day one from when I was ten -- when I went over there when I was ten -- I've been wanting to go back ever since. God said, "You're right where you're supposed to be."

Announcer: You too can be a part of saving children's lives -- next on LIFE Today. 

Music 

James: Well, Betty and I welcome you to LIFE Today. I'm James Robison.  And I don't know, Betty that I could ever possibly have a guest I'm any more excited about.  And of course, we're excited about all of them. I don't have any guests on that I don't feel very strongly about the positive affect they can have on you and the blessing they can be. But we have our grandson that is our first grandson. He used to always say that we were best buddies.  But he said, "My daddy is my bestest buddy." I said, "You know that is awesome because I want to be a best buddy but it is so wonderful that his daddy is his bestest buddy." But you know what we saw, Betty as Luke grew up, we saw a young man becoming a man that loved others and had a sensitivity that was contagious and inspirational. Now he's just come back from Africa, from the mission field. You've seen some clips of him in Africa. Well, you're going to actually meet him here because we're going to talk to him.  And I'm actually kind of holding back introducing him because I want you to see him when he made the most incredible impression on me, not just being my best buddy but when he walked in the audio room when I was doing a monthly message to our friends and he just starts talking to me, and I was just absolutely blown away by what he said. Are you pretty excited about our viewers getting to meet Luke up close and personal? 

Betty: I am, James! Because we know him, we feel like we know his heart and we're so proud of him. And to know that he has this desire in his heart to help others and he has a tender heart for people that are in need, it just blesses us. 

James: I want you to watch the first time that -- now understand, this is my buddy. We just did stuff together all of the time. What a joy. But he walks in the audio room and I want you to meet Luke Redmon, our grandson, one of six, this is the oldest and as you see this, he is 19, but I want you to watch this when he was three years old. Watch this. 

Copy from 11/3 

James: Well, what does that do to you just -- 

Betty: Oh, wow! I knew you'd ask me. It's hard to put into words, to see our grandson over there loving people and to realize that these children are starving without help. And to see our grandson over there caring about them and sharing his heart so the people will see the need and know the need just blesses me. 

James: Well, I want you to meet Luke. He is 6'3", because we kind of stood side by side. He's been gaining on me and he caught me in his late teens. His dad is 6'5" so he's got a little to go there. He's got a younger brother a couple years behind him and he's not quite there, but everybody kind of thinks he is going to just pass him. So that's going to be kind of a new unique day. But boy, it's been special to watch all of our grandchildren. Luke, we're glad you're here. I need to ask you, why in the world -- by the way, thanks for going to Africa because I know like your Mimi said, it is not comfortable. You don't have all the comforts of home. You're looking at a lot of pain and misery and so thank you for doing that. It surprised us after winning a hockey championship and you worked for years in that and here you go to the mission field. Two questions I want to ask, one, why do you think as a three year old, you would walk in and start talking to your grandfather about children in Africa and wanting to help them or they would die and wanting to give them food?  Why do you think that was in your mind as a three year old? 

Luke: I think growing up around it, seeing it on TV and wanting to bad to be able to some day be able to feed the kids and be a part in helping someone who doesn't have near as much as you. 

James: Why would you then now -- when I've watched you -- I've always noticed you cared about your friends, you cared about others. It seemed like you'd always become a friend to someone that might have been overlooked or maybe they even had some physical challenges in their lives and I've watched you for the last I'm going to say ten years notice people that other people didn't seem to notice or have time for. So I could see the tender heart but I also watched you very devoted in athletic and sporting events. You were able to play any sport well and you really committed to hockey. I think a lot of ways because you saw your younger brother was good at it and you wanted to be close to him.  But then all of the sudden you win the championship and you were quite extraordinary in defending the goal, kind of made everybody both love/hate relationship. You had a lot of people love you and lot of people hating you but yet why would you then -- you kind of surprised us all, probably your family, got people wanting to offer you opportunities to do what it looked like you were trying to do and all of the sudden you take off for Africa and go over there. What was going on in your heart?

Luke: After winning the championship, I really felt like God kind of said, "I blessed you in this but it's time for you to focus on other things. Focus on what your heart's been from day one."  Because winning that, it was a sign to me. I really felt one night, I was just in a deep moment of worship and just really felt it impressed on my heart that it is time -- it is time to do what you've been called to do. To be able to go over there and experience what I experienced those six weeks was just a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. From when I was ten -- when I went over there when I was ten, I've been wanting to go back ever since. That never changed even after the type of hockey experience that I got to have. 

James: You really don't feel like you gave up anything. You actually feel like you took a step up?

Luke: I did, absolutely! Because it's been what I've wanted to do for so long. 

Betty: Did you feel like when you got over there, of course, we've been over there several times through the years and you go over there in your heart intending to be a blessing and allow God to use you but I found that every time I came back, I was the one that was blessed. Did you feel that way, too?

Luke: Absolutely! Just to go over there and see the difference that we're making in those people's lives just -- it puts this joy in your heart like no other. Seeing these kids that have so little but they're -- honestly, what we're providing over there is giving them life. They're not just existing.  They're really, really living. So these kids are happier than we see kids my age back home who have so much but they think, if they can't have the computer or the car or whatever, that life's over. But these kids that have so little are so happy. Even at the orphanage in Rwanda, they don't have parents, they don't have material things but they are so happy with the friends that they are making there and it is so amazing to see. 

James: You know you sent us a text message saying the little kids after you played basketball or tried to do something to have fun with them, then they would just walk around just wanting to hold on to you. Suddenly, you've got yourself a couple of kids.

Luke: Right. That's where God kind of said, "You're right where you're supposed to be." Everywhere I went, there were -- I think they were three years old, a little boy and a little girl, Uwaida and Joseph were their names, and they're at the orphanage there in Rwanda. And everywhere I went, they followed me around, wanted to hold my hand. I was like, this is the greatest feeling in the world.  Because it kind of said to me, all right that's the same way God is everywhere we go, he wants to be right there holding our hands. So it really was where my heart was driven even more from that experience. 

James: Luke, that really is what he wants to do. He wants us holding onto him but he also wants us to be his hands, somebody else holding onto so they can see him. I think it is real important for all of you as viewers all over the world to know when he is talking about the orphanage in Rwanda, you built it in the midst of the crisis. I'm there when it is way too dangerous to take Betty and just skulls and bones everywhere. Kids' parents were cut up with machetes and many times they were left under a pile of bodies that they would come crawling out from under and find all their family's dead. And these children, you gave homes to thousands and thousands of them, and then we got them placed in homes, which had a miraculous affect on the country. But Luke, you saw the power of our viewers' love with those missionaries, you saw what they do. Then you went into the hard-hit areas where we've not only been feeding for a while and you could tell they were being helped but you went into areas where we need to start feeding centers, and then you went into areas where the children was like our last chance to try to give them some nourishment. Our viewers provide all of that and you saw without it, these children are going to die.  And you began to see, I think up close and personal how critically important -- you talk about a hand a little kid is holding onto, in essence, every one of those kids that reach out for a bowl of soup or they reach out to get help, these are the people who are watching us right now who 

make it possible for the missionaries to have something in their hands or for them to be able to help those children. And did you see the importance of that connection?

Luke: Absolutely. When we went to Angola and we got to visit schools and villages that we were feeding at already but also schools that we were not feeding at, I could go in there and tell you without even knowing, which ones we were and were not feeding at because of the life that was being shown through the kids there.  Because the food isn't just food so they can make it through each day, it really is giving them the energy to enjoy life and fulfill whatever their calling might be. Everyone has a calling; God has a plan for every single life. So they're not just existing, they're actually living. And then seeing the villages that we were not feeding at, there is no life. The kids there are just existing. Kids didn't have any energy. I sat there with a group of kids who were literally, one just fell asleep in my arms because it's in the middle of the day and she just doesn't have any energy to keep going. And the malnutrition clinics, one of the moms said that their child doesn't even have enough energy to cry. That's just how bad it is. What we're giving them is not just food, it's really giving them life. 

Betty: And you saw some of the worst situations. I know there is one in particular where there was just a tiny little baby that was being fed intravenously and that's simply because they don't have the food and the nourishment.

Luke: Right, that was the last chance at life for that little boy.  As I'm standing over the little boy, he's crying and reaches -- as he's crying, he's reaching out his hand to me as kind of, "Can you help me?"  That's the worst feeling in the world because you want to be able to do something to help him. There was nothing that I could do. It was because we weren't feeding where his village from day one -- 

James: Out in the remote areas around there.

Luke: So the moms walk miles just to try and get their kids to these clinics. 

James: Once last chance. Well, you need to understand that you give them the last chance but you also give them what Luke was able to see and that is where you establish the feeding and then we even establish schools because we know they'll keep coming and learning and growing so we're trying to see the person changed where they not only have health but they have an opportunity to understand how they can make a life that they can actually share and help others and they do that. They're very unselfish people. "Precious" is almost a word that doesn't even cover how truly special these people are and how overlooked and how plundered they have been through the years. But Luke, you saw them also in the areas where we need to put the feeding centers, and then you saw the crisis centers. None of that is possible without viewers. The missionaries can do the work if we enable them. Am I right about that? Are they capable of doing it if they just have the support?

Luke: Absolutely. It does not take much at all. I was amazed to see some of -- how much you can feed a kid for a month. 

James: For $30 we can feed three children for three months. So see, it is just amazing.

Luke: Exactly! 

James: When we started, Luke, Mimi and I, first one over there, we could feed for the same amount for six months. Now then you take the three children, $30, three months -- $50, five children -- and $100 ten children. So $100, people can spend that in an evening over here in a hurry. Kids spend that in a lot of places. But that gives ten children food for three months. Remember, it used to be six. But here's what I started praying, "God, help people double up." Let me tell you what's happened.  Luke, you're going to like this. We had a few friends say, "We'll match everything people give," which takes that three months and doubles it to six, immediately. So we absolutely have a miracle. To us, the miracle of you going over there and just your heart, we just thank God for that.  But there is another miracle and that's the miracle of when you ask God -- I asked you to pray. I said, "Let's pray we can get it doubled." And I believe God's answered your prayers and I want you to know we can do that and that's a real miracle. I want you to listen to Luke from Africa and know that you hear the heart of God through what is going on with the missionaries and the truth about what they face from birth, sadly too often to the grave. It doesn't need to happen that way. We've got an opportunity with your help to see anything you can do right now.  You might say, "I want to help ten children" -- it will be 20!  I want you to look, I want you to see the need, I want you to hear the heart of God. Watch this. 

Copy from 11/2 

James: Boy, you may say, that must bless you to see your grandson holding a little baby. Yes, it does and my impression is resting for a moment in the arms of love, literally hanging between life and death. And it is only love -- love can hold them but love can save them. Betty and I knelt years ago in Angola where thousands of children had been buried, dozens of little graves, and they probably may be three to four feet long for a little child, they're going to bury them the next day. This was many years ago, Betty.  I still had dark hair and I'm a young guy and you're still a young girl.  But I mean we're kneeling there and my heart's broken. I held up a jar with a little baby's picture. They didn't have a stone, they just had a little jar and they probably felt fortunate to even have a picture, most Africans don't have a picture of their child.  But their little child was under that jar buried in a mound of dirt. But we asked you to help us feed the children in that crisis area, that burial zone -- that's what it had become, a death zone. We went back there and it had grown up covered with weeds as far as you could see. They weren't digging more fresh graves there because people like you stopped the process and stopped that death plague -- turned it around. We've been into areas where you turned an area of death into life and farms where the people who were dying are now working the farms and feeding others. So we're asking you to be a part of a miracle. Betty, it blessed me to see Luke holding that baby but I'm asking our viewers to hold three, or now six because it will be doubled, or five and it will be ten, or ten it will be twenty, I'm asking our viewers to hold the children and enable those missionaries to save their lives and give them a future and a hope. They don't need extravagance and stuff -- they get more, as Luke said, of life that they have -- just life! They know what life is and it is precious, that's why a bowl of soup is precious. I'm praying every viewer we have will help us. 

Betty: I believe you will. My heart goes out as I see the little babies that are dying because they haven't had enough food to eat.  But my heart goes out to the mothers too because they're watching their babies die. They love their babies. As they sit by those graves their babies are gone and they did all they knew to do. They used everything they had -- to go after to save their babies but they couldn't because they didn't have the one thing they needed and that was food. That's where we can step in. That's where we can make the difference. We can be there for that mother and for that baby by our giving and sending the food and letting them have a chance at life. I hope you will join us. I believe you will. 

James: I appreciate what you said, Betty because I've watched these mothers, they try to nurse a baby with a dry breast and then they try to get the baby to help when they're too weak to walk themselves. And Betty, we try to save the mothers, the fathers, the grandparents; we don't overlook anybody.  But you do notice the children. I'm asking you to please -- I'm literally pleading with you, dial that number. Take your bankcard, you use it so many times for necessities and sometimes nonessentials, this is essential -- this is life! I'm asking you to take the bankcard and I want you to use it like a check, that's how you should use it.  And I want you to make the largest gift you can knowing that it's going to be doubled. If you can help us save ten children's lives, it will immediately become -- it will become right now 20. Help us with three, it becomes six, five it becomes ten. There is some of you who could help us take care of 100 children. We've got a beautiful bronze to send. We've got a children's book. We want to bless you. We've got gifts to bless you because we love you -- a beautiful Christmas throw. We don't know anyone that gives to get, you're giving to give life. We want to bless you because we love you. I'm asking you to go to the phone or go 

online lifetoday.org.  If you write a check, make it to LIFE but call us, tell us what you're sending. Please, from the depth of my heart, I'm asking you to reach out and literally cradle a child in the arms of love. Give them a chance at life. Thank you for doing it! 
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James: Well, Betty and I just say thank you so much for your help. Please do remember that your gift is doubled. And Betty and I want to say thanks to you, Luke.

Luke: Thank you. 

James: I love you, buddy! You're still the best buddy and I'm really proud of you. I know how much you love sports because your Papaw is kind of -- and your Mimi has really gotten to be a sports nut.  But she has always, because of you kids, she's been very interested in her own kids but your heart for God means more to us than we can ever say. Luke, I couldn't be more proud of you, period. All of our grandchildren are a blessing.  But I just thank God that we know you. Thanks for going to Africa. Thank you so much, all of you for helping us help others. Thank you so much your support. 

Music
