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Week 28: Summer WFL  

Sheila Walsh  

Mission Special #2 

 

 

 

Sheila:  I'm Sheila Walsh. Welcome to LIFE Today. If I was to ask you what is the number one 

problem facing children in the world today, I wonder if you would come up with this answer. It 

is a lack of clean drinking water. Do you know that the leading cause of death in children under 

five years of age globally is the fact that they have nothing to drink but dirty, contaminated 

water?  

 

I have walked with mothers and asked them, "Can I come with you?  Can I see where you get 

your water?"  And had been absolutely horrified at what I saw. And yet the thing that is so clear 

to me is there's this Sophie's Choice, what do I do?  Do I give my child this water that may 

ultimately cause their death?  Or do I give them no water at all and then watch your child die of 

thirst?  This problem according to so many is the number one health issue in the world at the 

moment.  

 

And the thing that grabs me, that strikes me about that is we're not talking about some horrible 

disease that people are now in laboratories trying to find a cure for. We're talking about children 

dying simply because they have no clean water to drink.  

 

At LIFE Today this has become a huge burden to us. Once you know of something, you're 

responsible then for what you're going to do. So what I want to ask you today is I want to ask 

you to just pay attention. There is some things I want to show you, some places that I've gone, 

some places that some of my friends have gone and I just want to ask you to watch.  And then I 

want to ask you to respond in whatever way. How do these pictures, how do these mothers' 

prayers impact you?   
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I thought I understood the problem until I hit the ground the very first time in Angola for myself.  

And it is one thing to watch something on television and think, wow! That looks really terrible. It 

is quite another -- it is quite another to sit with a mother who has lost a child simply because she 

couldn't give them anything clean to drink.  

 

You might think well, that's happening somewhere else in the world. Yes. But if you, like me, 

want to live a life that honors God, if you, like me, want to be the hands and feet of Jesus then 

we have an opportunity to reach out to these moms and let them know, you're not alone. We see 

you.  And perhaps, you and I together can do something. But first of all, would you watch this?   

 

 

On the mission field: 

Sheila:  Does the water ever make the children sick?   

 

Missionary translating:  Yes, they do get sick.  

 

Sheila:  Would you ask her if any of the children in this village have died from drinking the 

water?   

 

Missionary translating  

 

Sheila:  Okay. So she is going to take us and we'll get to see with our own eyes the kind of 

water that is her only choice to give her children.  

 

Oh my gosh! This is what she comes to. I mean, this water is filthy. I notice the mom, she kind 

of tried to clear it as if somehow that would get rid of the germs or would get rid of the disease 

but you can see this water is absolutely filthy! Look at what she is pouring in here. This is all 

they have.  

 

I asked them, "Do you drink this?"   
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She said, "Yeah! We wait until the mud settles and then we drink it."  

 

So that's why so many children in these villages are dying because there is so much disease in 

this water.  And that's why Water for LIFE literally means that. When we put a well in a village 

we give life to the whole village for their whole life. The need is urgent and the need is now. 

Will you please stand with us?  Will you help us to give life to children who otherwise are 

drinking this and dying?   

End of video 

 

 

In the studio: 

Sheila:  To say this is wrong is -- I don't even have words. I can't describe what it was like to be 

with that mother and her daughters. Everything within me wanted to go and grab it from them 

but they have nothing else. Something of just her desperation has stayed with me; and honestly, I 

pray it stays with me for the rest of my life because as long as that is happening anywhere I 

should care.  

 

I watched one of the moms. She took me to a place where two of her children are buried. I think 

as a mother I cannot imagine anything that is a greater grief than burying a child. But to bury a 

child simply because you could not give them a glass of clean water is just wrong. It is 

absolutely wrong.  

 

So that's why here at LIFE we are committed to making a change. What we want to do is we 

want to put a well into her village. We want to actually put 400 wells in this year because the 

need is great. Do you know that for $4800 we can do that?  Now to some of you that is nothing. 

$4800 is like, you know what?  I can do that. For others you're like, well, I can't even begin to 

touch that. But do you know this?  $48, when you do that and I do that and several others and 

we put it together because for $48 you're providing water for ten people for the rest of their lives.  

 

The amazing thing about these wells that we put in, they last for 70 years. That's like the lifetime 

of a village. They don't even need electricity because sometimes there is no electricity near. They 
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can be hand cranked. You won't believe what it is like when you finally see fresh water come to 

a village.  

 

Jesus said, "I give living water. Whoever drinks from me will never thirst again."  

 

If you and I, as the body of Christ, want the privilege of letting people know Jesus Christ is the 

water of life then we have to meet their immediate need first. What they need is clean water. It is 

not a lot to ask. That's all they need and they need it now.  

 

I want to show you another story. I know sometimes it is tempting to flip through channels and 

think, I don't want to know. But I'm asking you, will you stay with me here and watch this?  

And then see if something in your heart stirs and you think you know what?  I think I want to 

join in. I think I want to make the impossible possible. We can do it together. Would you watch 

this?   

 

 

On the mission field: 

Open captions:  

My name is Pich and I'm 27 years old. I've lived here my whole life. Our water makes me sick. It makes 

my children sick. It's the only water we have. There are no other options.  

 

A couple of years ago my son got really sick. We didn't have enough money for the medicine we 

needed. He got so sick and weak and there was nothing I could do. My baby boy died in my arms. 

[Weeping]  

 

He died just because we don't have clean water. Now, I worry about my daughter. She is still drinking 

that water. What will I do if she gets sicker?  Every time I get that dirty water I'm scared to give it to 

her but she has to drink something.  

 

I hope and pray that we can get clean water soon.  

End of video 

 

 

In the studio: 
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I can't even imagine what that is like to have that beautiful baby boy die in your arms simply 

because the only water you have to give him is that filthy water. What else is she supposed to 

do?   

 

So many of these places where we go, we work in 15 nations around the world, and we're always 

working with the poorest of the poor. What else is she supposed to do?  There's nothing else. 

She can't go somewhere and miraculously get clean water or buy bottles of water.  She has 

nothing!  And now she's praying over her daughter, God, please spare the life of my child.  

 

That's why this is urgent and I'm asking you to join me today. Our commitment is – see, the thing 

is we have our missionary partners already on the ground. They are just waiting and praying for 

the resources.  So we are the answer to their prayers. So we want to put 400 wells in.  

 

When I said earlier that our wells last for 70 years that's because they are steel-cased, which they 

need to be in so many of those countries so that they don't fall back in among themselves. They 

will last, it would take a natural disaster to do anything to these wells.  

 

But for $4800 we can change the life of a whole village. If you can give $144 that would give 

clean water to 30 people for their lifetime. If you can do $48 that will give clean water to ten 

people for their lifetime.  

 

This morning I was reading through Matthew and it is a familiar passage but I guess because this 

is so much on my heart, it struck me fresh. It says, and it's talking about finally our life down 

here is over. It says this, and this is Jesus talking, "For I was hungry and you fed me. I was 

thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger and you invited me into your home. I was 

naked and you gave me clothing. I was sick and you cared for me."  

 

Then the righteous ones will reply, "Lord, when did we ever see you hungry or feed you or 

thirsty and give you something to drink?"  

 

And the king will say, "I tell you the truth. When you did it to one of the least of these my 
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brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me."  

 

Think about that. This is a spiritual act of ministering to Christ when we care for the poorest of 

the poor. Now I know that we can't all do everything but we can all do something. So if you 

could give $4800 fantastic! That will put a well in a village and we'll be able to bringing you the 

footage back and show you -- look at the difference! Look at how you've been the answer to 

these mothers’ prayers.  

 

If you can say, you know what?  I'm going to cut out a couple of things in my budget I don't 

need and I can give $48. That will provide clean water for ten! If you can do a little more, $144 

will provide clean water for 30 people for their lifetime!  

 

It's a huge problem. Children are dying. Even in the last few minutes that I've talked to you do 

you know that two children die simply because they didn't have clean water?  So you join me 

and say, "We're not going to let that happen anymore. We're going to make a difference."  

 

So please, will you go to your phone?  Just make the best gift possible. You can go online but 

please respond today and let us know we're going to do this. Our people are waiting on the 

ground and we want to get back to them with good news -- it's on the way. Clean water is on the 

way!  

 

 

Begin video clip 

Announcer:  Today, a mother living in extreme poverty will do the unthinkable, give her 

children dirty, diseased-filled water that she knows could kill them. With no other choice what 

else can she do?   

 

With your help, clean water is on the way. Mission: Water for LIFE provides a way for parents 

to save the lives of their children to offer them a bright future free from the fear of death.  

 

With your gift today, you can help drill and establish 400 water wells this year. Your gift of $24 
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will help provide clean water for five children. A gift of $48 will help provide for ten. $72 will 

provided for 15. And $144 will help provide life-giving water for 30 people for a lifetime!   

 

With your gift, we'll send you the "New Mercies Each Day" desk calendar. This 17-month 

calendar will not only help you keep track of important dates but also remind you of the Father's 

love and goodness with scripture quotes and encouragement from all the hosts on LIFE Today.  

 

With your gift of $100 or more, request the "Fruit of the Spirit" bowl. This beautiful and 

decorative ceramic bowl features scripture revealing the "Fruit of the Spirit," a lovely addition to 

your table or home.  

 

Finally, please consider a gift of $1200 to help provided water for 250 people or a gift of $4800 

to help sponsor a complete well.  And you may request our "Safe in the Shepherd's Arms" 

bronze sculpture.  

 

Please call, write, or make your gift online.  

End of video 

 

 

On the mission field: 

James:  Let me show you a water source that these kids are drinking from. It's literally, with no 

exaggeration, contaminated water. They let this bucket down and they get the water, but it is not 

sealed and controlled and capped.  

 

Betty:  They're making do with what they have but that’s not good enough. It's not going to 

help them to be healthy. They've got this dirty, filthy contaminated water to work with. They 

have to drink it to even survive a day. I know that there couldn't be a greater joy from the parents 

of these children, James than to be able to watch their children grow up. Well, they won't be able 

to do that if they don't have some fresh water because after a while, the disease is going to kill 

them.  
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James:  And we're the answer to that problem, all of us working together, each person doing 

what they can because we know the need is very real. We want you to see it up close and 

personal. But the thing we really want you to hear and know, you're really the answer. You're the 

way to provide hope and help to people who deserve it.  And drilling freshwater wells, that's 

love indeed. Help us do it.  

 

Dial that telephone number and make the very best gift you can. Please do it and do it now. 

Please make the gift or you can go to LifeToday.org and make that gift online.  

End of video 

 

 

Graphics:   

“How soon ‘not now’ becomes ‘never’!” -- Martin Luther  

 

 

On the mission field: 

Kyle: This is Dauphine. She lives in Madagascar and doesn't have access to clean water. Last year a 

stay-at-home Mom in Texas almost picked up the phone to help support a new water well in Dauphine's 

village.  

 

This is Rosa. She lives in a tiny village in Central America. Rosa and her children drink water that looks 

like this. A couple of months ago, a small business owner in the Midwest almost mailed in a check to 

drill a clean water well near Rosa's house.  

 

This is Vaughn.  He's from Cambodia and he's watched his grandchildren suffer from the affects of a 

waterborne illness. Last week, a Sunday school class in a large church talked about doing a fundraiser to 

help ease the pain in Vaughn's family.  

 

Dauphine's son almost made it to his 5th birthday. Rosa's baby almost made it through the night. 

Vaughn's grandchild was almost well enough to leave the clinic. We can do better than almost. Clean 



 9 

water changes everything.  

End of clip 

 

 

 

In the studio: 
Sheila:  One of the things I want to make clear here, this is not some guilt trip. This is not an 

"Oh, you have to do this." This is a "We get to do this." This is a joy! We should be rushing to 

our phones because we have the privilege of doing something significant.  

 

Think of the number of people who are out looking for books on purpose, and having a purpose 

and having a mission for your life, and why am I here on this earth?  I think one of the greatest 

things we can do is simply be obedient to the call of Christ. He was always with the poor. He 

was always with those who are broken down. He looked for those who were desperate and he 

would give them an answer to their prayers. The amazing thing is now, through television and 

through all sorts of different ways, we can now be answers to those prayers looking up to heaven 

from different countries around the world.  

 

Jesus didn't say, "I was thirsty and you almost gave me something to drink." He said, "I was 

thirsty and you gave me something to drink."  

 

I just want to thank you if you've gone to your phone. But if you're sitting there thinking well, I'll 

just watch through to the end.  Or I'll see, I'll wait until my husband comes back.  I'll see what 

our budget is.  This is something we can all do but it takes every one of us saying we're going to 

do something now.  

 

I'm thrilled at the fact that our commitment at LIFE just because we see the overwhelming need, 

if this was a small issue we wouldn't be bringing it to you.  But do you know that two children 

die every few minutes simply because they're drinking water that's not clean -- waterborne 

illness?  For mothers and fathers and grandfathers around the world to have to bury their little 

ones because they can't give them a glass of clean water is just wrong.  
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But the great news is you and I can change that. We have the way. We want to put in 400 wells 

this year in 15 nations.  And if you can give $48 that will give clean water for ten people. What 

else can you do with $48 in this world?  A couple of you go to a movie and you've spent that. 

But you can save somebody's life! $144, 30 people clean water!  Who knows the calling and 

anointing that God has on some of those lives in some of those nations. That they would be able 

to grow up to find a relationship with Christ and maybe revolutionize their nation for Jesus. They 

just need our help at this stage. Don't let them fall at the starting gate. Let's make sure they get to 

run their race.  And they can do that if you and I commit to make a difference.  

 

Some of you have been blessed in your businesses and we celebrate with you. If you could give 

$4800 that would put a whole well in a village that will last for a lifetime for 1,000 people! Can 

you imagine?  Can you imagine your life when finally we're all home and all these hundreds of 

people come up and say, "Thank you! You saved my life!"  

 

Please! Go to the phone, make the best gift possible. Please do it and please do it now!  

 

 

Begin video clip 

Announcer:  Today, a mother living in extreme poverty will do the unthinkable, give her 

children dirty, diseased-filled water that she knows could kill them. With no other choice what 

else can she do?   

 

With your help, clean water is on the way. Mission: Water for LIFE provides a way for parents 

to save the lives of their children to offer them a bright future free from the fear of death.  

 

With your gift today, you can help drill and establish 400 water wells this year. Your gift of $24 

will help provide clean water for five children. A gift of $48 will help provide for ten. $72 will 

provided for 15. And $144 will help provide life-giving water for 30 people for a lifetime!   

 

With your gift, we'll send you the "New Mercies Each Day" desk calendar. This 17-month 

calendar will not only help you keep track of important dates but also remind you of the Father's 
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love and goodness with scripture quotes and encouragement from all the hosts on LIFE Today.  

 

With your gift of $100 or more, request the "Fruit of the Spirit" bowl. This beautiful and 

decorative ceramic bowl features scripture revealing the "Fruit of the Spirit," a lovely addition to 

your table or home.  

 

Finally, please consider a gift of $1200 to help provided water for 250 people or a gift of $4800 

to help sponsor a complete well.  And you may request our "Safe in the Shepherd's Arms" 

bronze sculpture.  

 

Please call, write, or make your gift online.  

End of video 

 

 

On the mission field 

Tammy:  I'm sitting here on the edge of the water in Burundi, Africa with this little boy. When 

I look at his belly, it is not because he's just had a great big meal; it's actually because he's been 

drinking this water. Do you know that statistics say that they are at most risk between the ages of 

one to five?  So this little guy, right now, I can tell you is not doing well. I fear that if he 

continues to drink this water, he probably won't make it.  

 

I don't even know if I would call this water. It is filthy. It is so dirty. It is filled with 

contamination and I know he is in the condition he is in because he's been drinking this water. If 

we could come in here and drill a well, where he could drink off of that water instead of this 

filthy, dirty water, I've seen it work before. I know that it works. I know that it turns around 

quickly for these children.  

 

I would rather be a solution than a problem in this world. So I know a solution. I've seen it; I 

know that it works. I've been all around the world with LIFE Outreach. I know that Water for 

LIFE can change not just one life but so many lives around the world. Let's do something right 

now for Burundi, Africa. Let's do it together. Let's change this little guy's life. Let's turn it around 
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for him. We have a chance to do that!  Go online, make a phone call, and give whatever you 

can give -- the best gift that you can give!  

End of clip 

 

 

 

In the studio 

Sheila:  We can do something about this. That's the amazing thing, you and I can change this. 

So the next story we bring you is a story of what it looks like when a water well has gone in a 

village and finally, these moms and granddads and fathers are able to give clean water to their 

children. We can do this! We can do it together. We have to commit to make a difference and to 

do it now.  

 

So if you've tried to get through and the lines have been busy -- I hope they've been ringing off 

the walls -- if the lines have been busy, write the number down. Keep calling till you get through.  

 

I want to thank you so much for staying with me through this program.  And I want to thank 

you for reaching out in Jesus' name. I can't wait -- I can't wait to bring you back the stories of the 

difference your life made because you cared enough to reach out.  

 

If you haven't got through, I mean go to the phones right now, remember, 400 wells we put in 

and for just $48 you can provide clean water for ten people for the rest of their lives. What an 

amazing privilege we have.  

 

So on behalf of James and Betty Robison, I just want to say thank you so much for being with us 

on LIFE Today. I pray that as you have reached out to bless others I pray in Jesus' name that he 

will bless you. Thank you!  

 


