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Week nine: WFL  

James and Betty Robison  

Living in God's fruitfulness #3  

 

 

 

In the studio: 

JAMES: Welcome to LIFE Today. This is about life today, the life that we find when we lose 

our life in Christ and by losing it in Christ, Betty as we've come to understand so much more 

clearly than most Christians ever understand, you're actually losing your life in God's kingdom 

purpose to find it. And that kingdom has come.  

 

When Christ came, the King came, he's here. He's coming but he's come. And he is in us. He 

says the kingdom of heaven is in us. And another of the same kind is in us, Jesus. He said I have 

to leave you being in person with you, how do you get better than that? I'm going to leave, and 

I'm one place at a time but I'm going to be in you, the same Jesus in millions of people all over 

the world--the same Jesus, the Holy Spirit.  

 

You know when we're talking to him, Betty, we don't have to wonder if he's here and he's in the 

room with us. He's not only in the room with us, he is in us. And he wants us to live as 

overcomers. He does not want us to live overcome. That doesn't mean we can't be overcome 

because the moment we walk out of the shadow and shelter of the Almighty we're overcome. 

We're overwhelmed. The minute we believe a lie, the minute we listen to the father of lies 

through somebody (and you can hear him in school from the most sophisticated, high sounding 

professors; and you will hear it in the political realm; and you will hear it in the business realm) 

you will be taught to take advantage of other people rather than let God use you to make a 

kingdom impact on everybody you come around.  

 

Betty, this is an incredible book. It's God's word. You see I've got this all marked up here with 

yellow. I've got nearly every page on this particular... Well, it's been rebound twice. I come back 
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to it sometimes because I know where stuff is on the page. I always remember right where it is. I 

even remember the exact chapter. Sometimes don't remember the book; usually I remember that, 

but I can find the spot.  

 

And this is where God is speaking through Nehemiah about how he led them into freedom and 

then they went into idolatry. They started worshipping the great blessings of freedom and 

fruitfulness. And look what he says. And this is just the ninth chapter of Nehemiah: Behold, we--

your people, your family--we're slaves today, and as to the land which you gave to our fathers to 

eat of its fruit and its bounty, all the blessings and the prosperity that freedom gives, and your 

principles do, and all the great blessings? We're slaves in that very place. And it is abundant 

produce is for the other kings whom of you set over us because of our sins; and they rule over 

our bodies and over our cattle and we're in great distress.  

 

The enemy, Betty will take over everything God has given us to bless us once he can get control 

of it. If you don't keep the King of kings in place, the trespasser, the one that wants to be king, 

the one that wants to be like God without God, he will take over and lead you into torment and 

destruction, division, dissension, hatred, animosity, dividing into tribes and camps and hating 

and fighting each other.  

 

You're not going to organize an organization that's going to stop that. If you think you're going to 

start a nice little Christian organization, if that's not part of the church, you say it is a parachurch; 

a parachurch is not a part of the church. Every part of the church is part of the church even if it is 

doing something by divine assignment that's an important emphasis for the whole body of Christ 

to understand. That's why we've got to appreciate the giftings and callings on others.  

 

But they're not an organization, they're a part of the living organism, the one organism, the one 

force that can tear the gates of hell and their effect on their hinges and set the people free. That's 

the body of Christ, that's the church of the living God. You're not going to organize a political 

party. You're not going to start an organization that is going to correct our course. The church 

demonstrating the power of God, the truth of God, the transforming restoring power of God, 

that's the only hope the world has got. That's the only hope for any mess.  
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I remember when an Orthodox Jew walked out of this studio last year standing room only, 

crowded, and this Orthodox Jew is shouting, he's a Jew. He is Orthodox Jewish. He said, "The 

only hope for freedom in the world is Christians. The only hope for freedom in the world is 

Christians!" His name is Dennis Prager. He shouted it. That is the only hope.  

 

And it is more than just Christians, Dennis, it is the body of Christ; those that are plugged in, 

connected, each member honoring the others, supplying the need, appreciating one another, not 

cutting them off, not amputating, scattering body parts, bringing us together. Each member 

connected, some directly, some indirectly but all of them connected, submitted to the head, 

Christ.  

 

Betty, when we do that, we can overcome a pandemic, we can overcome anything. I want to tell 

you something. This entire Old Testament is picture after picture of the people of God being 

blessed by God when they lived in the shelter and shadow of the Almighty and when they 

walked in the word and they hid the word in their mind and in their hands and they didn't 

worship idols, they didn't even worship the blessings of all the benefits of a fruitful land. But 

once they began to put something between them and God, the gates of hell and deception begin 

to come in and take over.  

 

It is like the wolves coming into the flock of the shepherd that is lazy, or indifferent, or he's not 

watching; and they destroy the flock. They scatter them and they murder them. That's the way 

the father of lies operates. That's the way the murderer operates. That's the way the wolves, that's 

the way the predators attack the people and purpose of God.  

 

And when we don't have the shelter of the Almighty and the shadow of the Almighty and the 

hedge of his word, we need walls and hedges. God said he set the boundaries of the oceans to 

keep them under control because only the hurricane and tsunami going past the borders that God 

established destroys. Every border God puts up his word is a hedge of truth. When you tear the 

hedge down, when you cast it aside, when you change the truth into a lie, you're vulnerable to all 

the deceptive tactics of the crafty enemy, Satan himself, and you find yourself in bondage.  
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Betty, to say all hell broke out against America at the first of last year, almost sounds like an 

understatement--about this same time. I'm telling you. You talk about the beasts of the field, you 

talk about the pestilence, you talk about the destroyer, coming in like a flood. When our nation 

had just reached economic blessings like you just couldn't even imagine. And when you had the 

minorities having more jobs and people in all these different races, whether it was Asian or 

Hispanic or African American, jobs and opportunity, and taxes reduced but beautiful blessings 

coming. It wasn't because of somebody that was courageous enough to fight. It was because they 

put principles back in place that are irrefutable.  

 

When you put certain principles in place you don't just have to read those principles in the Bible. 

The foolishness of depending upon some source other than God, birds have enough sense to 

depend upon God, but they get up every day and go to work. They don't wait for somebody to 

come feed them. God has taught us the truth. This entire Old Testament shows you what happens 

when people that were never supposed to be in bondage are set free from bondage and they're in 

a land flowing with milk and honey. God is just blessing them beyond anything you could ever 

imagine.  

 

But they began to worship the blessings, not just the ugly, they began to worship even the 

magnificent. Whatever we put between us and God makes us vulnerable to the deception. It 

makes us vulnerable to the pandemic. This pandemic was birthed first of all in the heart and 

mind of the devil, the destroyer, the murderer but it was carried and launched by a nation that has 

denied God. A nation that is anti-God, anti-freedom as we know it, anti-freedom as the Bible 

teaches it--and it’s spread throughout the world!  

 

You've got to look at Joel. I want you to get Joel, and I just want you to concentrate on it. 

Consecrate a fast--this is in the first chapter--proclaim a solemn assembly; gather the elders, all 

the inhabitants of the land. Cry out for the day of the Lord is near, the day of destruction!  

 

Man, this is so unbelievable what happens! These locusts came in. It's like the liars, it's like the 

pandemic, it is like the COVID came in, woomph! It didn't just hit America, it hit the world! It 
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was released like a scourge and it began to destroy.  

 

Now look how God described this enemy. Betty, these are locusts devouring. This is like the 

wolves devouring the flock. It's like the birds of the air are attacking the flock. It is like the 

weeds and the pestilence and the briars attacking the crops. Only they devour it.  

 

And God then describes this visitation. He says: Blow a trumpet in Zion and sound the alarm. 

The day of the Lord is coming.  

 

What is this? This is a day when you're going to see in clear revelation manifestation the effect 

of the enemy when he takes over--when disease, dissension, death, division, worshipping 

something other than God including people. We do not follow a personality. We get every 

personality to submit to the principles of God. If they do, the people are blessed and that 

personality can be far from perfect, but the principles work because they're God's principles and 

history confirms them. And you can see the blessing and effect of good principles in place and 

the horrors when they're not in place.  

 

He said warn the people. There never been anything like this. We've heard that so many times. 

"Never been anything like this before." Well, here it is. It is a Garden of Eden in front of them. 

But a flame burns, and it is a desolate wilderness behind them. This is chapter two, this is verse 

three: The enemy comes, it looks like horses, it looks like war horses. It looks like chariots; in 

other words they are forces of power.  

 

By the way, those forces of power are ready to lurch on this nation and on freedom all over the 

world. Don't you ever doubt that! It is a reality.  

 

Look what they do. They come in like a fire, they are ready for battle, people are in anguish 

before them, they pale. These enemies run like mighty men. They climb on the wall like soldiers. 

They march in line. They don't deviate from their paths. They don't crowd each other. All of 

these enemies of the truth, strange bedfellows, all different kind of people, they fit together in 

perfect step to attack the purpose of God, and the freedom that God offers, and the fruitfulness 
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that those principles bring to pass, and the blessings that they bring when they're put in place and 

practiced and respected and honored, and you don't change those truths into a lie and profess to 

be wise and prove you're a fool. And the whole world can tell you are foolish. You even look 

foolish. Your countenance testifies against you.  

 

But they come like soldiers and like mighty men and they burst through the defenses, not 

breaking ranks, rush on the city, rush on the wall, climb in the houses, enter through the windows 

like a thief--and destroy.  

 

Betty, here's what God says. In the midst of all this distress, "Return to me." Chapter 2:12, with 

fasting and weeping and mourning. Jeremiah said, "Oh that my head were waters and my eyes a 

fountain of tears that I might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people!"  

 

Betty, he also said something else. "I just wish I could go on off and hide. I wish I had a 

wayfarer's lodging place: I want to get out of here!"  

 

That is one impulse we can have. That is not the right impulse, Jeremiah. Oh that my head were 

waters! Weeping is a right impulse. Running off and hiding--no, no, no! Get that light up on that 

lampstand. Get the people to stand together in supernatural unity like a mighty army, not with 

weapons of the flesh or boasting in their numerous warriors and how big our block is. No, how 

big our God is! How magnificent he is! What his truth does to transform and to meet every need 

in our lives all over the world, and even change and bless the enemies of truth when they see the 

beauty and magnificence of the people of God.  

 

So return to me. "Rend your heart, not your garments." Return to the Lord. He is gracious and 

compassionate, he is slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness, relenting of evil. Who knows 

whether he will turn and leave a blessing. Blow the trumpet in Zion, consecrate a fast, a solemn 

assembly.  

 

Betty, much of the blessings we saw in the last four years were because people like you and 

others you know had called a solemn assembly. Yours might have been a very small assembly. 
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Many times it might have just been you, you feel like you're the only one praying. But God 

Almighty was hearing your prayers. Every one of those solemn assemblies God heard. God 

began to move mountains. He began to pour out his blessings on this nation and they were 

spilling over to the world.  

 

The enemy, Satan, the liar, the murderer, the divider, he had to stop it. And he sent this 

pestilence. Yes, he did! Yes, God allowed it to happen. And it was because we had allowed the 

boundaries and the hedge of God to be pulled down. And we changed his truth too often into a 

lie. And we not only did those things against God and against nature, Romans one, not only did 

them but we gave hearty approval. We began to approve it in our laws, in our schools, in our 

entertainment, in our political arena. But God was changing it.  

 

Let me show you what he says. Do not miss this. Please! Please! Please! If you will pray 

humbling yourself and return to me, I will make up to you for the years the swarming locusts, the 

pandemic, the pestilence has eaten, the creeping locusts, the gnawing locusts, my great army 

which I sent among you.  

 

When you cast aside my truth and my hedge, [POOF] the consequence that you are giving up, 

giving up, giving up, three times in Romans one, to all these processes but then in the end you're 

not only doing it but you're giving approval to it; becomes national approval. This has to change.  

 

If you will return to me I will make up to you for the years the locusts have spent, and I will pour 

out on you the former and latter rains.  

 

Betty, every book in this Old Testament where the prophets are talking to the people of Israel, 

every time he said, "If you return, you will again grow grain, you will be fruitful, you will again 

have flocks, you'll again have fruit. I want to bless you with kingdom reality, as overcomers 

prevailing against the gates of hell, not being walked on by the tormentor but walking over the 

tormentor," Jesus said, "over the enemy's intentions like dust under our feet." And we don't do it 

arrogantly, we do it with gratitude. God, you showed us glimpses of healing when an answer to 

prayer and the courageous stand of some people, fearless and tireless, you restored principles, 
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important principles, and everyone was benefited, except the enemy the one who wants to attack 

the truth. Father, you promised you will make up for the years this pandemic has taken. And I 

believe it, in Jesus' name.  

 

Listen to me. Only one force, not an organization, a living organism, the body of Christ, the 

church of the living God, that's the only power and the only people that can stop the enemy's 

intentions. And he can do it.  

 

Betty, that's the reason our viewers have become part of LIFE Today and LIFE Outreach. You 

believe God. You trust God. You're selling out for kingdom impact. All of our viewers, Betty, 

have told us that when we show them the least of these and the overlooked and the forgotten, 

they can't overlook them. They see them through the eyes of Jesus.  

 

I know you didn't get to speak much or preach much today. You bear witness with what your 

husband shared?  

 

BETTY: Absolutely! Absolutely!  

 

JAMES: Do you believe our viewers want to help put arms around the overlooked?  

 

BETTY: I know they do. They've done it before, and I know you'll do it again.  

 

JAMES: Let's give people water right now for life. Watch very closely and then you be the 

hands of Jesus. Be the miracle today because we're going to see God make up for the years the 

pandemic has taken. Watch closely. You're going to be somebody's miracle today. Beyond 

anything they ever dreamed, you're going to be the miracle.  

 

 

 

On the mission field: 

RALPH: We've been here in Cambodia now with our team for about a week listening to stories 
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from mothers, just story after story. And there seems to be one common theme--heartbreak. In 

fact, just this morning we heard another one of those stories here. I'd like to share that with you 

right now.  

 

Open Captions:         

>> I had seven children. Five of them have died. It's very hard they've to give dirty water to my 

children but there is no choice. We always get sick, mostly with diarrhea. My youngest baby 

died last year. She was two years old. Right before she was about to die, I said to her, "Why 

baby?" Why weren't you born with another family in another place with a better situation than 

mine? Why were you born with me?"  

 

RALPH: Si was only doing what every mother loves to do, she was trying to nurture her 

children. The very thing that should bring so much joy to her has brought so much heartbreak 

because she's had to give them dirty water.  

 

Here's the good news. You and I have the ability to be the hands and feet of Jesus, to be a 

miracle in the lives of these people by drilling a well and bringing clean water to take the place 

of this dirty water that's been bringing so much heartache. We can bring clean water that will 

bring life to these children and give joy to these mothers. We can be that change.  

End of video 

 

 

In the studio: 

JAMES: I don't think there are any people on this planet that share God's love more freely than 

the people who view LIFE Today. You really experience life today somehow through LIFE 

Today watching all the members of the body of Christ and all the different people who maybe 

have been taught to be at odds suddenly come together and seeing how much we love to be a part 

of their ministries and all of you. But when you see something that touches your heart because it 

touches the heart of God, we'll be a healing factor. Betty, I know even as we looked at that and 

we saw that mother with that picture, that hit home with us.  
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BETTY: It really did. It really, I mean my heart was really touched. That mother who is so hurt 

over the loss of her precious little one. Just holding the picture of them, and then touching that 

picture just to have some way of contact with them. I've been there, I've done that. I still do that 

at times when I walk past the picture of our daughter Robin. She is in heaven now. She's happy. 

But I still miss her. And I walk by and sometimes I'll pick that picture up and do the same thing 

that that mother did because my heart was crushed and broken. That mother's heart is crushed 

and broken--not only hers, but many like her.  

 

We can make the difference. We can save the lives of the children of those mothers that are 

weeping over their loss just because of water--dirty water. Clean water will make the difference. 

Join with us and let's do that.  

 

JAMES: There was a mother there that lost five children, Betty. I know what Betty is talking 

about. I'll stop and rub my hand down Robin's picture. We've got her all over the house. 

Sometimes I'll pick up the frame like Betty says and just look at it and say, "I love you honey!" 

You know when I was talking to her daughter recently, I shared with some of you, you may have 

heard this. She was there with her little baby and I said, "You know the fact that mom's looking 

down from heaven, hard to imagine mom just happy now as she would have been right here with 

that little baby."  

 

And she said, "Well, Papaw, she's happy."  

 

I said, "I know. But you know what? God spoke to me just like he is sitting on the sofa with me. 

He said, 'Your daughter would have been happy with these little children like she is now with me 

because your daughter spent 40 years bringing my will in heaven to earth.’” And boy, did she.  

 

That's exactly what you do when you say, "I'm going to give those mothers a well of water 

because of the water of life. I'm going to give them and their family Water for LIFE because of 

Jesus." You reach out and say, "James, let's drill even more wells than you're going for. Let's let 

love overflow."  
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If you could drill a well or more than one, do it. But if you can give $48 and give water to ten 

people the rest of their lives, please do it. That's where most of the support comes. Or $144, give 

30 people water. Whatever you can do. Do God's will on earth by giving Water for LIFE. Please 

do it. Go to the phone or go online, use that bankcard like a check. We have some beautiful gifts 

to send you but you're giving the gift of life.  

 

 

 

Begin video clip: 

Announcer: Dirty disease-filled water. How desperate would a mother need to be to consider 

giving this contaminated substance to her child?  For many mothers and their families living in 

extreme poverty, this is their only choice.  

 

But with your help they won't have to make this choice ever again. Mission: Water for LIFE 

provides clean, disease-free water for thousands of children and their families giving them a life 

free from the fear of death. With your gift today you can help drill and establish 350 water wells 

this year. Your gift of $24 will help provide clean water for five children. A gift of $48 will help 

provide ten. $72 will provide for 15. And $144 will help provide life-giving water for 30 people 

for a lifetime.  

 

With your gift, we’ll send you Speak Your Name devotions and declarations on the reality of 

Jesus. Filled with stunning imagery, these 40 encouraging devotions by Laney Rene serve as a 

reminder of the power of Jesus’ name. 

 

With your gift of $100 or more, please request the “Be Refreshed” pitcher. This beautiful 

ceramic pitcher is decorated with Proverbs 11:25 and is sure to make a lovely addition to your 

table or home.  

 

Finally, please consider a gift of $1200 to help provide water for 250 people or a gift of $4800 to 

help sponsor a complete well. And you may request our brand-new, inspiring bronze sculpture, 

“Divine Servant.”  
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Please call, write, or make your gift online. 

End of video 

 

 

In the studio: 

JAMES: What you've heard is going to continue now. I want to show you what if we, the people 

of God do what he's going to do.  

 

This beautiful little girl right here, it's a granddaughter. We've got five of them and now a bunch 

of great great-granddaughters. But she's just full of Jesus. I'm telling you, it will bless you. Thank 

you so much.  

 

Hey! He wants to make up for the years the pandemic ate. And he is so anxious and so able. Let's 

get on with it.  

 


