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RANDY: Welcome to LIFE Today! I'm Randy Robison; Sheila Walsh is with me and

we're both quite excited.

SHEILA: Yes!

RANDY: A while back earlier this year | talked to a gentleman on my daily live
broadcast, LIFE Today Live. Which by the way, if you haven't seen it, go to any of the
social medias and go to the handle @LIFETodayTV; YouTube, Facebook, Twitter,
Twitch, Periscope, even LightSource has it, and join me as | talk to some great people.
Because | talked to this gentleman and | found out he has a new book called Mysteries of
the Messiah. His name is Rabbi Jason Sobel. I spoke to him on the program and | kind of
started connecting the dots and went, wait a minute, Sheila, who was talking to Kathy
Lee Gifford a while back, and people watching the program just loved it. | was like,

Sheila, we have to have this gentleman on.

SHEILA: Yes!

RANDY': So welcome Rabbi Sobel to LIFE Today.

JASON: It's great to be with you. Thanks for having me.

RANDY : Sheila, I'd love for you to talk a little bit about the response that people were
giving with you and Kathy Lee that he was very much a part of.



SHEILA: Again, the book that you wrote with Kathy Lee, The Rock, the Road, and the
Rabbi, I had ordered it and studied it long before we had Kathy Lee on. | cannot tell you
how grateful I am for that book. I learned so much from that book. And our audience

response was ridiculous. They were like, "Send me three!"

So I kind of wanted to ask you what was the Genesis of this, Mysteries of the Messiah?

JASON: Yeah, we wanted to build on the work that we did with The Rock, the Road,
and the Rabbi. People were like, "We want to go deeper. We want more." That's kind of
our catch line, "And there's more." And really, part of our passion is we want people to

see the Bible in high definition.

I'll never forget, one year | went out and | bought a high definition television right before
the Super Bowl. Watched the whole game. Didn't think it was that great. | was like, I
don't know what all the fuss is about, high definition. Then | had a realization at the end
of the game. I'm flipping through the channels and I realize that the higher channels are
the high definition channels. | watched the whole game in standard definition. I'm like

wow! This really does make a difference.

| feel like so many people are reading the Bible in standard definition. They don't
understand how it all fits together, the Old Testament, the New Testament. When you

see it come together it just gets you excited about Jesus and the Word.

RANDY: There is a key scripture for you that because you're right, there is this
disconnect for a lot of people between the Old and the New. Some are stuck in the Old
still and some of them are like, "I'm in the New, | don't need the Old." Explain why that
one passage, | think it is in Matthew.

SHEILA: Matthew 13:52, | wrote it down.

RANDY:: Good, because I don't remember it. Explain how that is critical to



understanding the Bible as a whole.

JASON: Yeah, Jesus wrote what can a scribe who understands the kingdom be
compared to? Like a householder that brings forth treasures new and old. A scribe was an
expert in the Old Testament, was an expert in the Hebrew Scriptures. So Jesus says his

disciples are called to be scribes for the kingdom.

The reality is many Jews are settling for the old inheritance, many Christians are settling
for the new treasures. But the full inheritance, the full treasure is when the old and the
new, come together. And when we see how that happens, it begins to literally change our
life. It is what Jesus was doing on the road to Emmaus after his death and resurrection
and he opens up the scriptures and he shows how everything in the law of the writings

and the prophets point to him.

We see this from the very first letter of the Bible in Hebrew. The first letter of the Bible
in Hebrew is B, beginning, bereshit. The last letter of the book of Revelation is the word
amen. So the first letter and the last letter in Hebrew spell the word ben which means son

because from the first letter to the last letter it all points to Jesus, God's son.

SHEILA: And this is just the beginning. There is so much more! When | mentioned
how much I loved your book, I got a few comments on my Facebook page asking me,

"What is Messianic Jew?" So let me pass that on to you.

JASON: That's a great question. Yeah, | mean a Messianic Jew is a Jewish person who
has come to acknowledge and believe that Jesus is the Messiah. That he is the redeemer,
that he is the Savior; yet also wants to honor the Jewish heritage in which he grew up
with, just like Jesus and all the first disciples did in the book of Acts.

SHEILA: How did you come to know Yeshua as your own Savior?

JASON: God's got a good sense of humor. | grew up in a traditional Jewish family in the



Holy Land, New Jersey, where there were more Jews than in Jerusalem. | grew up going
to Hebrew school, had my bar mitzvah, became a son of the commandments. | lost most

of my family in the holocaust. So being Jewish was really important.

| was working in a large recording studio in New York City pursuing fame and fortune
among the rap stars and rock stars. Looked at their lives and said, "There has to be more
to life than just this!" And began a spiritual journey. Was studying with my rabbi but
also became a JewBu, a Jewish Buddhist, a New Age Jew.

| was doing yoga and meditation. And one day | was meditating and my soul began to
vibrate. It left my body. | went into heaven and | saw this king on this throne in this
glorious light high and lifted up. The power of God pulsated through my body. He told
me | was called to serve him. I didn't know anything about Jesus. I grew up, Jews and
Catholics is what | knew. No one ever shared the gospel with me. And Jesus said, "You're

called to serve me."

The next thing 1 know I'm down in my body shaking under the power of heaven running
around going, "I'm called to serve him." My mom is like, "You're called to serve Jesus?
We're Jewish for crying out loud."

[Laughter]

SHEILA: That's like a Damascus Road experience!

JASON: But I had no idea who he was. | understood he was real from that encounter but
| had no context. | thought he was some sort of god man. My best friend John called me
on the phone. He said, "Jason, you went to Hebrew school. Can you tell the difference

between the Old and the New Testament?"

| said, "Sure."



He read me, "He was bruised for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities, by his

stripes we are healed.” He said, "Jason, is that the Old or New Testament?"

| said, "It is the New Testament. It's Jesus."

He said, "No, it's Isaiah 53."

And | began to be provoked to jealousy. And eventually got tricked in the faith through a

sinner's prayer led by Rabbi Jonathan Cahn. That's a whole other story.

[Laughter]

SHEILA: That's amazing!

RANDY: That's an odd beginning. | say odd, it's just unusual. Most of us don't have that
kind of experience. I'm curious, why do you think God met you in that way? Because |

think it was very specific to you for a reason.

JASON: Yeah, | think there is the promise in scriptures, if you'll seek him, you'll find
him. So | was really honestly seeking who he was. But | also think part of it is that
coming to faith was going to be such a challenge being Jewish and believing in Jesus
because you're pretty much considered an outcast or pariah in the Jewish community. It's
not always easy. So | think having that encounter, knowing that that he was real really
kept me rooted. And there is no amount of evidence could ever dissuade me otherwise

that he is real. Right? An encounter with the living king.
I came to faith and my mom’'s like, "You joined a cult! Go meet with the rabbi."”
So the first thing | had to do was like defend my faith as a new believer. And that was

kind of part of the background for Mysteries of the Messiah because | began to ask the

question, how does the Old point to Jesus?



SHEILA: And that is the most amazing study. You say the consequences of the fall can

be summed up in one word that you break down for us, "exile." Unpack that for us.

JASON: Yeah. It's interesting because the word exile in Hebrew is golah. And there is
one letter difference between exile and redemption in Hebrew, it is the letter alef. When
you take, the letter alef is the letter that represents God. Most of the divine names begin
with the name alef. When you take God out you're left with exile. When you put God
back in, when you invite God back in that's when you come to redemption and salvation.
When you take God out of school, God out of the classroom, God out of our nation, we're

left with chaos.

Exile is chaos but it's also disconnection and distance. And there is four levels of
disconnection or four levels of exile. There's spiritual exile. There is emotional inner
exile. There is relational exile or disconnection. And there is physical exile and
disconnection. When Jesus died on the cross he came to undo all those aspects of exile.

So a lot of times Christians don't even ask the question why did Jesus have to die on the
cross? Well, think about it. How did sin enter the world? The first man and woman stole
from a tree so God put back on the tree for you and me to undo the curse and restore the
blessing. His hands are pierced because our hands stole. His side is pierced because Eve,
the one who led him into temptation was taken from the side. His feet pierced the first
Messianic prophecy; the seed of the woman would crush the head of the serpent. Crown
of thorns on his head. Why? The first curse of creation was the ground would produce
thorns and thistles. He's literally taking the curse of creation on his head to reverse it and

to restore the blessing.

And because of Jesus' death on the cross yes, we get spiritual redemption and we get the
promise of eternal life but we also can find inner healing as a result of that and
wholeness. We can find relational healing and wholeness as a result of it and physical

healing and wholeness all as a result of the cross and what he did for us.



SHEILA: Wow! Think on that for a while!

RANDY: What are you seeing when people start to go, they hear what you're saying,
and they start to believe and see; and believe in Christ. What are you seeing as people

unravel these mysteries?

JASON: Well, it's just life-changing. | had an incredible testimony about a young man
who walked away from the Lord. Was working in this restaurant and this guy came in
and he said, "I've got this book | want to share with you." They started talking about
Mysteries of the Messiah. He went home and told his parents, "There is this rabbi. He
wrote this book. Could you find it?" They get him the book and it turns out that he is a
childhood friend of a good friend of mine. And he winds up, he's like, "I've never heard
anything like this. It makes sense. My faith." And he wound up going to church on Easter

with his family the first time in five years and it’s just radically changed his life.

Because | think that when you look at Mysteries of the Messiah and you look at the
amount of connections and how deep they go and how from the beginning to end you say
to yourself, you know what? This can't be created by a person. There is too much here.
This has to be divine. And I think it gives people hope.

SHEILA: When it is Mysteries of the Messiah, was there one thing in particular for you
that this was the greatest revelation of the book?

JASON: Oh man, there is so many. But one thing on a really practical level that | really
love is when Moses goes up to receive the Ten Commandments. He gets the first set, he
comes down, he sees the people committing the sin of the golden calf. He breaks the
tablets. God forgives them. He goes up and gets the second set and he comes down again
and presents it to the people. What's amazing about that is that it points to the first and
second coming of the Messiah. When Jesus came the first time he was broken like those

sets of tablets because all of us commit idolatry in some way, and he was broken for us.



And the second set represents his second coming when he'll come and make the world
whole and bring perfection and his forgiveness will ultimately encompass the entire

world.

But on a very practical level it's interesting because the Ten Commandments are written
by the finger of God. You don't throw away something that was written by the finger of
God, right? So the question is, what did they do with it? In Jewish tradition they took
the broken tablets and put them in the ark with the whole tablets. And every time the ark
would move they would hear the rumbling of the broken tablets inside with the whole
tablets. And what it’s meant to teach us is that wholeness comes out of brokenness. There
is nothing as whole as a broken heart. And God invites us to give him the broken dreams,
the broken relationships, the broken hopes, our broken body and he can bring wholeness

out of our brokenness.

SHEILA: "There is nothing as whole as a broken heart.” | love that!

JASON: Yeah, | think you should never trust someone, a leader who doesn't walk with a

limp.

[Laughter]

SHEILA: And if he doesn't then give him a limp.

RANDY:: And without death there is no resurrection. There is also a lot, you point out,
that we can learn from David in the Old Testament; someone who was broken and made

whole. What do you draw from the lessons of King David?

JASON: David is such an important figure. The Messiah has to be from the lineage of
David. He has to be Ben-Dovid, the Son of David. One of the interesting things about
David is that David means "beloved” in Hebrew. It comes from the Hebrew word dod.

And the reason why David was so beloved to the Lord was because David was a great



worshipper. One of the reasons why David was a great warrior is because he was a great
worshipper. And he also loved God's word. So this combination of Word and spirit in
David's life made him such a great man of God. And all of us should aspire to be in the

same way.

One of the interesting things about David, as well, is that David just like Joseph, just like
Jesus, had to go through some rejection. Rejection from King Saul, rejection when his
own son tried to overthrow him and take over the kingdom. | can't even imagine a greater

pain than that.

| think part of David's greatness was his humility. I'll never forget I had this dream and it
was a real god dream. | was at a Hollywood premiere and | was walking the red carpet.
And all of the sudden they took these giant spotlights and they placed them on my eyes. |
was like, "Take the lights off me! | can't see. They're hurting my eyes.” And in this
dream God spoke to me. He said, "Jason, if you ever try and take my light and my glory
and put it on yourself you'll be blinded. But as long as you keep the light focused on me
everything will be great. As long as you remain small in your own sight, you'll remain
significant in mine." Smallness is the way to greatness. David, Moses, Jesus, understood

the significance of making yourself small in humility and worshipping a serving God.

SHEILA: And you talk a lot in your book about the heart. Some people struggle with
calling David a man after God's own heart because of the obvious sin. What was it about

David's heart that was so pleasing to God?

JASON: | think David had a passion and a zeal for the Lord and he loved him more than
anything else. And he also loved his people. He loved his men. He loved the people
around him. He was willing to do anything for the people he loved, whether it was God
or his friends that were around him. And also, David was really quick when he got it
wrong to admit it, and to try and make things right. That's one of the things that I love
about David in the scriptures is that they're real, right? We can't be perfect. No one's

perfect. We all mess up. David messed up. But it's how we deal with those mistakes that



we make in our life.

And one of the interesting things that we talk about in Mysteries of the Messiah, it is kind
of like David went through a wilderness season, Moses went through a wilderness
season, Jesus went through a wilderness season. We need our deserts and we need our
wilderness because it is in those seasons... it is interesting, in the Hebrew the word for
wilderness is midbar. It comes from the same word medabber which means: To speak. So
the word for wilderness is, the root of it is the word "to speak™ in Hebrew because the
wilderness is the place where God wants to speak to us. That's why he speaks to Moses in
the wilderness, Jesus in the wilderness, David is in the wilderness where he learns to hear
God's voice. So we need our desert season. God wants to turn our deserts into places that
become intimate holy places. The holy of holies in Hebrew, one of the names for it is

dabar which comes from the word to speak. And one of the really interesting things...

RANDY: Keep going please!

JASON: Israel wandered in the wilderness. How long do you think Israel wandered in

the wilderness? Do people usually say?

SHEILA: Forty years.

JASON: Forty years. But the interesting is they were in the desert for forty years but
they wandered actually for 38, Deuteronomy tells us; 38 because of disobedience. Two
years God was preparing them. Why is that significant? John chapter five, there is a man
who has been paralyzed for 38 years, right? The Pool of Bethesda. Why does it give that
detail? Because like Israel wandered in the wilderness for 38 years, Jesus asked the
question, "Do you want to be made whole? Do you want to die in the wilderness like
your ancestors did, lacking faith, grumbling or do you want to believe me and receive me

and to be healed and made whole?"

Hebrew is alphanumeric so letters and numbers are interchangeable. So every word has a



numerical value; 38 is a numerical value of the Hebrew word lev'vahv which means: His
heart. So God was testing what was in Israel's heart for those 38 years and he was testing
what was in this man's heart. And because he responded to Jesus well he was healed and

made whole. And he wants all of us to take up our mat and walk but all of us have to

answer that question, will we come to Jesus? Do we want to be made well?

SHEILA: You're going to want this book. You're going to want this book!

[Laughter]

RANDY: And we're going to send it to you if you will support our efforts. There are
some things going on right now that you can be doing something about around the world.

We have a great opportunity right now to set something right.

SHEILA: And you can help us. Would you watch this?

On the mission field:
Open Captions: Republic of Burundi, East Africa

RALPH: We're going to the home of little Stanina. She actually lost a little sister with
the contaminated water here. They use the same water to drink, to wash their clothes, to
clean the house, and also washing dishes. And then they drink the same water, so it is a

very startling scenario.

She has to walk about two kilometers, about a mile and a half one way to collect water,
and then bring it back home to her mother. What she showed me here, | was just really
surprised that somebody would actually drink this water. Her little sister died at about
three years old from drinking this water. They couldn't save her life. She got so sick and

so ill they just couldn't bring her back. So she's lost a little sibling drinking this water



from the river.

Open Captions: When I drink the bad water, | feel it in my stomach. Before my sister
died, we did everything together. I now have a broken heart because I lost my best friend.

During my sister's funeral | got very sad because | fear that my little brother will die too.

RALPH: It just kind of disturbs your soul when you know that it's a very simple
solution--just a cup of clean water would have saved little Stanina’s little sister.
End of video

In the studio:

SHEILA: So let me take you with me. | get in my car and drive to the airport and park. |
check in. I do all the normal stuff. Get on a flight. Change planes somewhere. Then
within hours I'm landing in Zambia. And just the day before, | was in Dallas when |
bought a bottle of water for the plane, and now suddenly I'm in these villages and I'm

walking with these mothers to the only water source they have.

And I'll never forget my first trip, |1 was horrified. I just didn't even know what to do. Part
of me wanted to say to this one child who was about to drink, don't do that! And then I
was who are you to tell him what to do? This is all they have got. And | watched these
mothers who get up at 4 o'clock in the morning and walk for miles to this hand-dug well
or ariver that is filthy. The same water is used for bathing, for the animals, for
drinking--for everything! And that's all that they've got. | remember that first night

saying to the Lord, I will never forget what | saw, and | will never stop telling their story.

We have made a commitment here at LIFE that we're never going to stop telling their
story because wherever you're sitting right now with a cup of coffee or whatever is
happening, this is going on right now. Right now mothers are walking to that filthy river
and praying that somebody will hear their cry. We have made a commitment here at LIFE

to drill 350 fresh new water wells in 20 countries and we can only do it if you will help



us.

RANDY:: You know, Sheila, I've been there, in different places and in one village |

literally started asking, "Why don't you catch rain water?"

They said, "Yeah. We've got gutters where we can and rain barrels. Come look at the

rain barrel."

Eh! Still not good water. "You can boil it."

They're like, "In what?" Most of the water is in plastic or wood containers. Literally,
these people are so poor, it’s "abject poverty" is the term we use because they don't have

another choice.

Sheila, when we froze over here in Texas back in February of 2021, it was just a few days
and we're like, "We don't know what to do. We don't have any water." It is that fast.

When you consider these people live there all the time and over not just months but
years, the water supplies are contaminated or they evaporate, they literally have no
choice. But we have a choice. We have a choice to go into those places, drill a water well

and give them clean water. Then they can live.

I'm asking you to make the choice right now to go to the phone or go online, give the best
gift you can. Give $48 which will provide an average of ten people with clean water for a
lifetime. Give $144 which will provide that water of life for 30 people for a lifetime. Or if
you can drill an entire well by yourself, $4800 do it. Drill two, drill three, do what you

can. I'm asking you to make that choice that they don't have to give them life.

Begin video clip:
ANNOUNCER: Waterborne illness is a killer that strikes the most vulnerable. For many



impoverished families, the death of a child is the tragic result of having no choice but to
drink contaminated water. But with your help, they won't have to make this choice ever
again. Mission: Water for LIFE provides clean, fresh drinking water for thousands of

children and their families giving them a life free from the fear of death.

With your gift today, you can help drill and establish 350 water wells this year. Your gift
of $24 will help provide clean water for five children. A gift of $48 will help provide for
ten, $72 will provide for 15, and $144 will help provide life-giving water for 30 people

for a lifetime!

With your gift, we'll send you James Robison's book Living Amazed full of inspirational
true stories. You'll learn how divine encounters can change your life. In addition you'll
also receive Randy Robison's brand-new devotional, Upgrade: "Seven moves in seven

weeks to a better life."

With your gift of $100 or more please request the N.1.V. Thinline Bible with easy-to-read
large print. Finally, please consider a gift of $1200 to help provide water for 250 people
or a gift of $4800 to help sponsor a complete well. And you may request our inspiring

bronze sculpture, "Divine Servant."

Please call, write, or make your gift online.
End of video

In the studio:

SHEILA: Thank you so much. If the lines are busy, please keep calling. We're going to
make a difference. And you can request this incredible book, Mysteries of the Messiah:
"Unveiling divine connections from Genesis to today" from Rabbi Jason Sobel. It's been

S0 great to have you here.

JASON: Thank y'all for having me.



RANDY: Thrilled! And last word before we let you go. What do you want people to
take away as they read this book?

JASON: Well, I want them to take away the fact that God is in every detail of the
scriptures from beginning to the end. And in the same way, he is in every detail of your
life. Hope is the belief that your future is going to be better than your past. But part of
hope is knowing that God is in control and that when you see the detail of how God is in
control from the Word from beginning to end you'll know he is also in control of your life

and you'll have a new hope.

RANDY: Amen! Call or go online right now and join us again next time here on LIFE Today.



