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Week 18: Spring Mission Feeding
James and Betty Robison
Tim Tebow #1

JAMES: | can't tell you how excited | am to be in your home or wherever you're

watching right now. I’'m James Robison. Betty is with me on Life Today.

One of the people I respect as much as anybody on the planet is our guest today. Tim
Tebow, here it is. By the way, Tim, | know you're listening and watching. This is a
phenomenal cover. | notice you're built just like me. I'm 78 but I love the way you're

built. I should have worn my shirt like you.

But hey, we welcome you to the show. It's great to have you back. We had your mom
here. Welcome back to Life Today!

TIM: Thank you so much! It is such an honor. We appreciate what you guys do. More
importantly, who you are and the love you have for Jesus and for people. Thank you for

letting us come and hang out for a little bit.

JAMES: WEell, let me just tell you. Folks, I don't have anybody on that writes bad books.
This is a phenomenal book. You know the greatest need right now for families is for men
to be leaders. It could be as great a need as we have in the country and the world, for men

to lead. Not boss -- lead, inspire, get God's loving arms around the family.

Tim Tebow has that kind of family. He's that kind of man. He's met a wonderful woman

and married. I'm just going to look forward to what God is going to do with him.

Now, when he is talking about Mission Possible, I want to say this, Tim, | hope it comes



through. The disciples didn't understand that there is a kingdom to come but there's a
kingdom that's at hand, and that kingdom is in us. And we have been left here not to get
out of here, but to get him in here in the fullness of his power, grace, and glory. That
means that we make a kingdom impact on God's planet, planet earth; heaven and earth
are the Lord's. We have given the oversight of God's planet and His garden to the
deceiver, the father of lies, the divider, the destroyer, and we need to somehow take it
back. We do that when we lose our life to find it fully and fruitfully in his kingdom's

purpose.

That's what this book is about. I will simply say this to you. | want to sow this thought.
I'm 78 years old. This year, 60 years in public ministry, I'm more excited about Jesus and
his kingdom purpose than I've been in all of my life -- 60 years of public ministry. Now
listen to what I'm captured by. Betty and I have 25 grandchildren, 11 grand, 14 greats,

and a whole bunch more on the way. This is a guy that's the product of a --

TIM: Come on!

JAMES: My mother was raped at age 40 and tried to have me aborted but life is precious
and has potential, and the doctor wouldn't do it. So God has done something with a
fatherless kid by letting me know the Father. And we lost our lives in his kingdom's
purpose without understanding it fully. But here's what's grabbed me recently, and you're
going to love this. | have found the greatest desire in my life is to fulfill our Father's
desire. He has dreams, He has desires, and the only way His dream is fulfilled is through
His family and His body that the gates of hell cannot prevail against -- it is the body of

Christ, it is the church, it is the believers.
This book is, every single chapter, about losing our life in His kingdom purpose to find it.
And Tim, you are chosen to lead us and to help lead men to lead their families to fulfill

the Father's dream and Father's desire. Does that make sense to you?

TIM: Absolutely! Yes, sir. For some reason, the Bible calls us co-laborers. And it is to



fulfill the Father's will. Even Jesus in the garden said, "Not my will but Your will be
done.” I just think in God's economy it is so much different than our economy. How is it
greater to give than it is to receive? How is it more blessed to give than it is to receive?
Well, in God's economy, when we give, we're actually getting more but not in material
stuff: In peace, in patience, in love, in kindness, and all of these other things in

fulfillment.

You know why | wanted to write Mission Possible was mission, when you know you
have a mission, you know you have a purpose. And when you know that it is possible
that you truly can have a life that counts, it is encouraging. And | feel like today, people
need to be encouraged to live out their mission. Because when you look at statistics, you
see that a third of the people say they're lonely most of the time or all of the time;

12 percent of our daily thoughts are spent in some form of comparison. Like in 2020

alone, 10-24-year-olds, there were over 6600 suicides.

So obviously, something we're telling them, something we're teaching is missing the
mark. And | don't think it is just that they need necessarily more friends, although | think
community is important. It is not that they need more schooling, although I think
education is important. It is that people need purpose and purpose comes from God. It
comes from the purpose-giver and every single person has it. When you know you have a
mission you know you have a purpose. And when you know that it is possible because of

what Jesus did on the cross for us then you know you can live it out with encouragement.
So I want people to know, okay, it is not possible for you to necessarily beat LeBron
James at basketball, but it is possible for you to live out the good works that God talks
about in Ephesians 2:10. Before we were ever born he wrote them about your life and we
get to live out that Mission Possible life.

BETTY: Amen!

JAMES: Betty, you got up early this morning, and she literally went over a summary of



every single chapter. And so when I walk in because we'd just gotten the book. This is

just really out. And why were you so excited about it?

BETTY': Because just like you said, it shows you, the book, you could just read the
chapters and God would grab the heart of anybody that just looked at the chapters. They'd
have to go back and say, oh, I've got to read about that. Because it relates to the average
Christian that thinks they don't have a purpose. They've kind of lost that purpose. It is
more Mission Impossible to them.

| agree with you, God has a purpose for every one of us. And when we realize that, there
is no limit to what God can do with our life right where we are. We don't have to be in a
public format, we don't have to be on a platform; just be prepared in our hearts and God

will show us the way.

TIM: | totally agree with you. So many times we just feel like we're not equipped. And |
don't think God is looking for perfect people. I believe he is looking for willing people.
There was only one perfect person and that was Jesus on the cross. We're never going to
be perfect. But | don't think God is looking for perfect. Look at the heroes of the Bible.
None of them was perfect. But what did they have in common? They were willing -- they
were willing to put it on the line for Jesus. They were willing to accept their mission.
They were willing to go. And | think we have to be willing. And | believe God can use us

wherever we are, with whatever we have, with wherever he's placed us.

JAMES: Your parents loved Jesus. | know your dad's fighting Parkinson's. We love your
whole family, your mom was here. | want to ask you, what moved you to write this
particular book about Mission Possible? And I think you agree, we are here to fulfill his
kingdom's purpose. And I think you agree that it wasn't a futile or feeble or foolish prayer
to acknowledge, "Thy kingdom come™ and you said it has, it's at hand, and now he says,
"It is in you." And to then pray the next phrase, "Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven" that means that's important. It means it is possible. And we ought to be living to

see His will done on His earth. You must believe that's possible. Do you believe it is



possible for God's will to be done on His planet?

TIM: Well, I believe God wants to use us. | believe that for some reason in His master
plan, God wants to use us in His story of humanity. I'm so grateful that we get a chance to
be a part of that. And | want to be a part of that. But | think it is also so important that we
look at -- | was just reading Hebrews last night. The author of Hebrews is talking about,
"For the joy set before him, he endured the cross, despised the shame, and sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God."

You know what? For us to live out our mission, we're going to have to endure as well.
But you know what? We need to take the same approach Jesus did, "for the joy set before
him." What was the joy set before Jesus? In my opinion, it was rescuing us with His Dad.

It was saving us. It was rescuing us from our sin. Making us right with His Father.

| think in the same way, we need to have the joy set before us. What is the joy set before
us? Getting to heaven and hearing, "Well done, my good and faithful servant.” It's being
able to tell the good news of Jesus Christ to every single person we can. It's being able to
get to as many people as possible that are hurting around the world. Like Jesus said to the
expert of the law after the story of the good Samaritan, "Go and do the same." And it is
imperative in the Greek. It is a command. We have to go and do the same. That's a

command to me, it is a command to us, and to rescue and to love and to care for.

You know what? | don't know how God is going to work all things together for good, but
we can trust that he will because he is a God that loves us enough to send His Son. He is
the God who is in control of everything. He is the God who defeated death, that defeated,
sin, that defeated hell and we can trust Him. | don't know how it is all going to work out,

but I can trust the One because | know He is going to work it all out.

JAMES: Don't you believe that if we lose our life in His will, it can change marriage
relationships, families, communities, cities, counties, and states, and we can impact

nations? The discipling effect impacts nations.



| have watched you now, from the time you were playing for Florida and won the

Heisman, how many years back is that now? How many years back is that?

TIM: That was 2007.

JAMES: Okay, so we're at least 15 years that you've journeyed. Now I've watched you --
15 years -- I've watched you from the time you wore the scriptures under your eyes, you

never apologized, and you were so blessed. But your journey even in sports, as you share
so clearly, has had many setbacks. And they're not -- to say they weren't disappointments

would be a misrepresentation. They were disappointments. Am | right about that?

TIM: Absolutely! Absolutely!

JAMES: But God gave you grace to handle them and keep lifting Him up. I have seen
your faith unshakeable. That doesn't mean that you weren't puzzled or disappointed or

even hurt. You let us know we can go through that.

But Tim, I've watched you. You've not only held on to God, He's held on to you. And you
have held Him up so high, that's why I'm praying, God, | want every man, and frankly,
Betty, I think every woman to read this book. I think it will inspire them to lose their life
in a possible mission. That's seeing His will done on earth through every one of us who
will put Him first and lose our life in His kingdom purpose. That's the mission, that's the

purpose.

| just got to say to you, for 15 years very visibly, and very publicly, I've watched you be
S0 mistreated, so spoken against and | know it hurts. I could tell it hurt. I know you were
disappointed. | know you were broken. Sometimes, probably confused, God what about
this? But Tim, | have seen Jesus hold you up and you hold Him up, and it's been a
supernatural journey through incredible challenges, and through, for you, dark difficult

valleys. The shepherd has been there. He's prepared a table before you in the presence of



accusers. He's anointed your head and your life with the anointing of His power and His

presence.

Hasn't that been a real experience for you even with the pains? And aren't you trying to
tell people, no matter what you've gone through, He's with you, He'll never leave you,
He'll never let go of you. He'll be disappointed with you but not so disappointed in you.
He wants to help help you. That's what you're showing people. | feel like you're excited
about it.

TIM: Well, you know, Mr. Robison, a couple of months ago | was playing for the
Jaguars, and | got cut, and was really disappointed by it. I just thought, honestly, |
thought leading into it, | prayed so hard, prayed so much. And | felt -- | talked to a lot of
pastors and a lot of pastors said, "God's opening the door. This is exciting! Go, go, go!" |
thought, man, this is going to be great! And then I get cut. | was just so disappointed. Just
remember going home, and my wife was so encouraging. | was so upset, | was bitter, |

was disappointed; | was all these things.

And that same day that | got cut, all this stuff started to unravel in Afghanistan. So our
team from the foundation starts calling and we started getting on calls and talking about
how we can help, what are we doing? Our team there and other places. And so within a
few hours, I'm on a plane to the Middle East. And then we're serving in different places
and helping and being able to do all these different things and in a terribly tragic
situation. Flying from one country in the Middle East to another country in the Middle
East after we were able to serve thousands of lives and try to help in a bunch of different
ways, was the first time in a while that I could say to God honestly, God, thank you for
letting me be cut. Because if | hadn't been cut or | wasn't playing on the team, | wouldn't

have been in the situation to go and minister to those places.

You know what? | viewed it as a setback, but it was just God setting me up for what he
wanted me to do. Because if | wasn't playing football, I would have already had events

and engagements and | wouldn't have even had the free time to be able -- and | know that.



I know that's the reality of studying this schedule and planning things in advance. It
wouldn't have been planned. So God had everything planned just in advance for me to get
cut so | could be free to go to the Middle East to serve and to help in a time when no one
knew that was going to happen. No one knew that crisis was going to take place. But
God, in my opinion, at first was a setback but God said, "No, this is actually a setup for

what you're called to do, which is to love who I love."

And so much my life I've been trying to win games or be the M.V.P. Or be on the best
team. Really, where my life has drastically changed is when God said, "I don't want you
to be the M.V.P. Sure, in games you can strive for it," but he wants me to strive for a
different M.V.P. Not a most valuable player, but to love the most vulnerable people.
Because there is one M.V.P. And he died on the cross, and he's asked us to love his
M.V.P.'s who are the most vulnerable people. And you know on that trip, | was just
reminded, it is not about games and championships and trophies. It is about the people we
get to serve because that's who Jesus died for. And we need to go show them how much

we love them as well.

JAMES: | want to look right into our television audience viewers, | know you're
watching Tim, | want all of you to know, and Tim, you'll love this. We've been showing
our viewers who never got to win the Heisman or M.V.P. of anything, many of them
never -- they were like me when | didn't have a home. | moved 17 times in ten years, and
| was a good athlete, but they didn't know me, | never got picked. | walked off not getting

picked.

Well, that's heavy but a lot of people feel like they never got picked. But do you know
what they found out watching Life Today? They found out they can be someone's
miracle. They can be an answer to someone's prayers. That has excited them beyond
words. If you want your prayers answered, seek to be an answer to someone's prayers.

How about becoming a miracle in someone's life today?

And Tim, we're reaching out in situations like Afghanistan all over the world and seeing



the least of these, the most overlooked people. And our ministry has been doing that now
steady for 30 years. And our donor base, they have the excitement that you're talking
about, which is why I want you to do another show with us if you will. | want to talk
about specific chapters in your book because | want everyone to get the book. But here's
what | want our viewers to hear, and | want you to hear, Tim. Our viewers have found the
fullness of life by burying the fruit of God's love to the most overlooked people, the least
of these, the unnoticed, and putting God's loving arms around them. And the joy that fills
their heart causes them to say whatever I do, I'm going to pray for the least of these. But
I'm going to be the miracle of the parents of these starving children or thirsty children or
sick children they're praying for. We can be the miracle! We can be the answer to those

prayers.

That's precisely what you're talking about. You found this is more important than M.V.P.
or Heisman or any accomplishment in the sports world. This is the world God wants us to
fix our eyes on. That doesn't mean things may not change even in that world for you, but
you have found the center of God's will and His purpose and that's why | want everyone
to read this book! As a matter of fact, Tim, when people help us feed the starving right
now there is a 40-year drought in Angola that is the worst in history! And children are
dying but we can save their lives with just a meal. And every one that helps us, we're
going to send them the book.

| want you to pray about going online and getting it for a friend. Tim, would you do
another program with us where we can talk specifically about some of the chapters?
Would you do that?

TIM: Absolutely! We will 100 percent do that.

JAMES: All right. I'm going to let everybody see right now the children and the people
we're helping in Angola. And | want you to just look at this and then here's what I'm
asking you to do. Tim Tebow is becoming a miracle in people's lives. He talked about a

very specific place. His family has done that as missionaries all their life. I want you to



look at the situation right now, and then | want you to be the arms of God, of Jesus, and |
want you to be the miracle they long for and be the answer to their prayers. | think you're

going to be excited to do it. Watch closely.

On the mission field

ANNOUNCER: Angola is suffering the worst drought in 40 years. Without rainfall, the
land is struggling. Without rainfall, the crops are failing. And without rainfall, the
families are suffering. This is causing precious families to endure malnutrition and even
death.

ISAK: Mothers that we speak to in clinics that are totally overfilled with children,
malnutrition clinics where those children are literally fighting for their lives each and
every day. And in the villages, we encounter mothers, and they tell us stories,

heartbreaking stories of how they literally have no food.

Open Captions
>> | am very scared for my future. When | go to sleep at night hungry, I think of my

child that died and if I will lose another one to hunger.

ISAK: Rita's story is a story of pain, of tragedy, because of one thing -- lack of food. She
said some days we eat once a day. Other times, we don't eat at all. And on the days we
don't eat, | say to the children, "Just pray and sleep. Pray that God will send somebody to
help us. Pray that God will provide."

Please, help us today. Help us today to extend that hand of hope to Rita, to Rosa, to the

mothers and the children that they represent in these villages that so desperately need our
help.

In the studio



JAMES: Thirty years ago, Betty and | marched into hell: Death, starvation, malnutrition
everywhere, contaminated water. And we marched in for a heavenly cause. We didn't

know how serious it would be. We didn't know if anybody would help.

But Betty, now please listen to me, | want this to hit home. When we saw those little
children, many of them in refugee areas where they came just wishing somebody would
help them, they were pressed out of their areas of starvation. In Mozambique, they were
pressed out because of Marxism, communism had taken over the country; it was a death
place. Very dangerous! People were fighting outside our room where we were in old,
refurbished hotels. And they're fighting with automatic weapons in the street below us.

People were being killed everywhere.

And there we said, God, we see the need, but will anybody meet it? Here's what | want
you to hear. Now think about this: 18 million little children and family members' lives
saved. Because Betty, somebody watching Life Today said, I'll help those! I'll help three.
I'll help five. I can help ten! Because literally, we told them that with special prepared
nutritious porridge-type soup mix, that has the exact nutritional ingredients necessary for
that area, that situation. And by the way, you built several food factories. The U.N.
wanted us to prepare the food. We couldn't do it. We can barely keep up with what we're
doing, and you made that possible.

But 18 million lives saved one at a time. Do you remember the mothers that would hold
these little children? Many of them their children were starving because the mother was
so malnourished that she had no milk to give her children. And one life at a time our
viewers started saying, I'll take them. They said, Betty, I'll take three. I'll take five, I'll
take ten. $30, $50, $100 -- this is no exaggeration! This is not total childcare. This is
saving lives but giving them a future, and then we train them on how to build a future.
And then we begin feeding them in school to keep them coming because they have

nothing.

You've touched nations, you've changed nations, you've changed Mozambique with love.



There is no question the mission outreach did that. There is no question about it. It was a

miracle of love, one life at a time.

So when we say to you, and Betty, we ask our viewers, will you do it? They saved 18
million lives already! And right now we have this horrible drought, and we have
problems all over the third world. But would you give $30, $50, or $100 to save three,

five, or ten children? Could you give $1,000 and save 100 lives? Father, please, today!

We have some beautiful gifts to give people to say thank you. But they're giving the gift
of life. Betty, let's just pray that every person watching will help. Will you do it? Would
you please right now, would you go get your bank card and use it like a check? Dial the
number on the screen or go online. And if you could help us save ten lives with a gift of
$100, do it. If you can do more, | believe you will. But listen. Three is huge -- it saves

three lives. Please do what God leads you to do. Please!

Begin video clip

ANNOUNCER: Across the continent of Africa, children are suffering, facing severe
malnutrition and even death. With food reserves gone and many areas experiencing
severe famine, we urgently need to replenish supplies to keep feeding the 350,000

children who are counting on us.

Through LIFE's Mission Feeding outreach your gift of love can be an answer to prayer
for a hurting and hungry child in their time of need. Call now with your lifesaving gift of
$30, $50, or $100 to help feed and care for three, five, or ten children for three full

months.

With your gift of any amount, we'll send you The Chosen: 40 days with Jesus. From the
creators of the widely popular television drama, The Chosen, this devotional invites you

to discover Jesus through the eyes of those who knew him best. With your gift of $100 or



more, please request the "Amazing Grace" sheet music framed wall art. This timeless and
well-beloved hymn can be displayed as a reminder of God's grace to you. Finally, with
your gift of $1,000 or more to help feed and care for 100 children, be sure to request our
inspiring bronze sculpture, "Let the Children Come." This beautiful bronze is a reminder

to care for children around the world in both word and deed.

Please call, write, or make your gift online today.
End of video

On the mission field

ISAK: James and Betty, | know that you have seen the children like Rosa, that you've
spoken to the mothers like Rita. Betty, | know it breaks your heart when you speak to
these mothers. I'm asking you today on behalf of Rita that you would speak to the friends

of LIFE, and you would ask them to give an extra special gift.

We're experiencing the worst drought that we have ever experienced in the last 40 years
here in Angola. And that is why mothers like Rita, and children like Rosa are suffering
like they are. You can be an answer to Rita's prayer today if you will say yes! Dial the
number on your screen or get online and give the very best gift that you can give today.
Give the gift of the food! Give the gift of life!

End of video

In the studio
JAMES: All right, I want all of you who are watching to know that we're going to send
you this book if you will just feed some children! Give them life. Be a miracle answer to

prayer.



Tim, we're going to come back. | want to talk about some of the specific chapters. Now
you just be thinking. This would mean a lot to your viewers, James and Betty, because
they understand what it is to notice the unnoticed. So let's talk about how God can inspire
us to do that. Can we look forward to doing that in the next program?

TIM: We sure can!

JAMES: Okay, that's great! Thank you.

TIM: I'm great with that.

JAMES: See you on the next program. Okay?

TIM: I'll see you then!

JAMES: Okay. Be sure and tell your friends to watch LIFE Today and share Life Today every
day.



